THE 

GOBRECHT 

JOURNAL 


For  Collectors 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES 

VOLUME  FOURTEEN  ISSUE  #43 


AUTUMN 

IN  THE 

SHENANDOAH 

LSCC  159 

Specializing  in  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  and  quarter  dollars. 
Actively  soliciting  want  lists  for  those  hard  to  find  dates  and 
rare  varieties.  Modest  finder  fees.  Satisfaction  guaranteed; 
10-day  return  privilege;  post  paid  on  all  orders  over  $200. 


DIMES 

1838-0     MS-63,  choice  original,  lightly  toned,  full  lustre,  strong  strike  $2950 
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The  1872-S  Mintmark  Under  Wreath  Half  Dime 
with  Multiple  Punched  Date 

by 

Scott  G.  Grieb 


I  recently  purchased  my  first  Liberty  Seated  half  dime,  a  very  nice  AU-50 
1872-S  with  a  Small  s  mintmark  under  the  wreath.  Upon  examination  of  this 
coin  I  was  very  pleased  to  find  that  the  entire  date  had  been  repunched  with 
the  digit  1  triple  punched.  It  was  not  until  after  I  purchased  Walter  Breen's 
newly  released  encyclopedia  of  coins  that  I  realized  there  was  more.  Next  to 
and  below  the  skirt  pendant  were  traces  of  two  more  1's. 

The  original  date  was  first  punched  0.2mm  below  the  rock.  This  apparently 
was  deemed  too  high  and  the  date  was  repunched  lower  at  0.5  below  the 
rock  and  slightly  further  to  the  right.  For  some  reason  the  digit  1  in  the  date 
was  punched  again,  slightly  higher  at  0.4mm  below  the  rock.  The  remains  of 
the  original  date  digits  are  very  low  in  relief  and  are  visible  above  the  final 
digits  in  the  date.  The  remains  of  the  second  punch  of  the  digit  1  are  visible 
below  the  flag  of  the  digit  and  weakly  at  the  base  of  this  digit.  And  finally,  a  1 
is  double  punched  up  next  to  the  skirt  pendant. 

This  is  the  variety  #3136  described  in  Walter  Breen's  encyclopedia. 
He  credits  Kamal  Ahwash  with  discovery  of  the  variety  and  states  that  it  is 
extremely  rare  with  only  four  specimens  known.  I  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  other  references  for  this  variety.  However,  this  piece  does  appear  to 
match  the  description  of  the  Valentine  V-4  variety  for  this  date.  It  is  possible 
that  the  low  relief  remains  of  the  original  date  wore  quickly  away  as  the  die 
was  used  and  were  not  visible  on  the  pieces  examined  by  Valentine.  The 
presence  of  die  polish  lines,  light  engraver  scratches  in  the  die  and  a  lack  of 
die  cracks  indicate  this  coin  to  be  an  early  die  state  of  this  variety. 
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other  characteristics  of  this  variety  are  given  below.  On  the  obverse  the 
digit  1  in  the  date  is  1.25mm  high  with  the  other  three  digits  1.20mm  high. 
The  left  serif  of  the  digit  1  in  the  date  is  lined  up  with  the  8th  vertical  stripe  in 
the  shield  counting  from  the  left.  The  I  in  UNITED  is  defective,  the  lower  left 
serif  is  mostly  missing  and  there  is  a  small  blob  below  the  upper  left  serif.  On 
the  reverse  the  mintmark  is  0.6mm  high  and  it  is  positioned  0.3mm  below  the 
bow  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  center. 

Engraver  scratches  show  in  the  rock  below  the  foot  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the 
obverse.  Die  scratches  also  can  be  seen  at  the  L  in  HALF  extending  straight 
toward  the  top  of  the  upper  corn  husk  and  running  straight  up  from  the 
leaves  of  the  corn  husk  at  3  o'clock. 

If  anyone  has  an  example  of  this  variety,  I  would  be  interested  in  hearing 
about  it.  Please  send  any  information  to  me  as  follows:  Scott  G.  Grieb,  P.O. 
Box  653,  Duvall,  Washington  98019.  I  will  announce  any  significant  findings 
on  this  variety  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Journal.  Also,  I  would  like  to  thank 
LSCC  members  Bob  Everett  of  Classical  American  Coins  for  photographing 
my  coin  and  Ken  Hill  for  allowing  me  to  borrow  his  Valentine  half  dime  book 
to  research  this  variety. 


1872-S  Half  Dime  with  Multiple  Punched  Date 
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Many  New  Purchases  highlight  our  first  Jouz-na/ ad.  Order  with  Confidence.  We  intend 
to  advertise  regularly  and  are  anxious  to  please. 


HALF  DIMES 

1837        No  Stars,  VF-30  $  90.00 

1848-  0      G-4    11.00 

1853  With  Arrows,  AU-50    95.00 

1854-0     VF-20,  cleaned    13.00 

1858        VG-8   5.25 

1862       EF-40,  problem  free   29.00 

DIMES 

1838-0     No  Stars,  G-4,  full  rims  $  34.00 

1854  Arrows,  toned,  MS-60+  .  250.00 
1868  Proof-60/63,  nicely  toned     .  500.00 

1869-S      MS-63    900.00 

1876-CC    EF-40,  sharp   25.00 

1883        MS-60  or  better   140.00 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S      ANACS  AU-50/50.  Struck  from 
proof  dies,  square  edges  and 
a  high  wire  rim  $650.00 

QUARTERS 

1843  AU-50,  cleaned,  attractive  .  $  90.00 
1844-0      EF-45    110.00 

1849-  0      VG-8    500.00 

1853        A&R,VG-10   12.00 


QUARTERS  continued 

1853-0      F-12  $  30.00 

1853-  0      VF-20    65.00 

1854        EF-40,  sharp   60.00 

1854-  0      F-12,  problem  free   20.00 

1858        VF-20/30    26.00 

1860        Proof-63   850.00 

1869-S      VF-20,  tiny  rim  tick    175.00 

1874-S      EF-40    190.00 

1876        G-4   7.50 

1876-CC    VF-20,  fine  reeding    75.00 

1878-CC  NGC  slabbed  &  graded  MS-63  1 200.00 

HALVES 

1858-0      VF-35,  totally  original  S  49.00 

1858-  0      tVIS-63,  original  toning   650.00 

1859-  0  IVIS-60  425.00 
1866-S     With  Motto,  weak  E   40.00 

DOLLARS 

1841        VF-25/30,  nicely  toned   $245.00 

1845        VF-30    320.00 


WANT  LIST 

1875-CC  20',  AU-UNC 
1859-0      25^  EF-UNC 


Carson  City  Collectors  Connection 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anoka,  Minnesota  55303 
Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
Mike  Kennedy  LSCC  #611  Neil  Clasen  LSCC  #607 

Members  of  many  local  and  national  numismatic  organizations.  Strict  ANA  grading. 
We  attend  many  major  shows  and  can  give  your  want  list  prompt  attention. 

TERMS:  1.  Ivlinnesota  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

2.  Please  help  with  postage  on  small  orders. 

3.  Two  weeks  return  privilege  with  no  questions  asked. 

4.  We  accept  VISA  and  MasterCard  on  orders  over  $100. 
Please  send  all  raised  information  on  card. 
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Another  1838  Large  Stars  Dime  with  an  Obverse  Die  Crack 

by 

Brian  Greer 


In  his  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dinnes,  Kam  Ahwash  describes  an 
1838  Large  Stars  dime  with  a  die  crack  running  through  the  obverse.  This 
variety  he  designated  as  A-5.  In  Issue  #32  of  the  Journal  Mike  Brunner 
reported  another  dime  of  this  date  with  a  similar  die  crack  running  through 
the  obverse.  I  wish  to  report  a  third  variety  of  the  1838  Large  Stars  dime  with 
an  obverse  die  crack  that  is  different  from  the  two  previously  reported 
varieties.  As  on  the  other  two  varieties  the  die  crack  begins  at  the  rim  above 
the  7th  star  and  crosses  over  Miss  Liberty's  left  shoulder.  The  crack  on  the 
new  variety  then  proceeds  lightly  across  Miss  Liberty's  gown  to  the  upper 
right  corner  of  the  shield  and  down  the  right  edge  of  the  shield.  A  noticeable 
lump  is  formed  by  the  crack  just  to  the  right  of  the  letter  Y  in  LIBERTY.  From 
that  point  the  crack  runs  across  the  bottom  part  of  the  gown,  beneath  her 
foot  and  to  the  rim. 
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The  reverse  of  this  variety  shows  no  cracks  or  breaks  from  the  reverse  die. 
However  the  reverse  does  show  noticeable  clash  marks  which  are  very  similar 
to  those  seen  on  the  reverse  of  the  1838  partial  drapery  variety.  Perhaps  these 
die  clash  marks  are  a  clue  as  to  the  cause  of  the  obverse  die  breaks. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  date  placement  and  the  die  crack  listed  by 
Frank  Van  Valen  in  his  article  in  Issue  #39  of  the  Journal  match  perfectly 
with  my  coin.  It  would  appear  that  my  coin  is  a  later  die  state  or  at  least  a 
higher  grade  example  of  the  variety  first  reported  by  Mr.  Van  Valen. 

The  existence  of  three  such  similar  varieties  with  die  cracks  completely 
bisecting  the  obverse  is  unusual  and  presents  the  variety  collector  with  an 
interesting  challenge. 


"CERTIFIED"  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

ANACS  -  NGC  -  PCGS 


DIMES 

1876      NGC-62,  light  toning  $225 

1876-CC  PCGS-63,  brilliant   350 

1891       NGC-63,  dark  toning   350 

QUARTERS 

1876      PCGS-63,  nicely  toned   $625 

1876-S    ANACS-50/50,  light  toning   105 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1854-G    ANACS-5G/55,  original  $275 

1859      ANACS-50/50,  original   175 

DOLLARS 

1860-0    ANACS-60/60,  brilliant   $825 


Terms  of  Sale: 

1.  14  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

3.  All  orders  sent  postpaid. 


BEACON  COINS       LSCC  #1019 

P.O.  Box  369  •  Lancaster,  MA  01523 
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HALF  DIMES 


LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

QUARTERS  Continued 


1848-0  Toned  gem  UNC   $  950 

1859  Toned  gem  UNC   350 

1863  Toned  proof   485 

1864  Toned  proof   650 

1866  Toned  ctiolce  proof   625 

1867  Toned  proof   675 

1867  Toned  choice  proof    950 

1868  Toned  proof   450 

DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  gemSU  $1250 

1838  Partial  Drap,  toned  gem  UNC  .  1000 
1858-0  Toned  AU/UNC   450 

1863-  S  AU/UNC   375 

1864  PL,  choice  BU   800 

1864-  S  Choice  BU   675 

1865  Gem  UNC    2250 

1865-  S  Choice  BU,  obverse  mark    575 

1874-  S  Choice  BU-H    1400 

1878-CC  Choice  BU   450 

1880  Proof   385 

1885-S  Choice  BU   4000 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  PLXF,  baggy   $250 

1875-  CC  AU,  sharp  strike   350 

1876  XF,  dark   300 

1878  Choice  proof   1975 


QUARTERS 


1877-  CC 

1878-  CC 
1878-S 
1879 
1879 

HALVES 

1840-0 
1845 
1848-0 
1849 
1852 
1853 
1853- 
1853- 
1856- 
1861- 
1862 
1864 
1868 
1873-S 
1874 
1874 
1875 
1876-CC 
1881 
1882 
1887 
1888 
1889 


Choice  BU,  gem  reverse   $  425 

PL  choice  BU   875 

Choice  BU-h    2500 

Choice  BU   625 

Choice  proof   425 


Toned  gam  UNC   $1250 

Choice  AU+    325 

Choice  AU-h   275 

UNC   350 

C  holce  B  U ,  reverse  flaw/   850 

A&R,AU   350 

Toned  choice  AU   475 

Toned  choice  BU+    1750 

Cohlce  BU   425 

GemBU    875 

Choice  BU+   950 

Choice  BU+    900 

PL  choice  BU-h,  rim  tick    1250 

XF/AU    425 

Choice  proof   1250 

Choice  proof   1650 

Choice  BU   475 

Cameo  choice  BU-t-   900 

Choice  AU   400 

Choice  proof-)-    950 

Toned  choice  BUh-    1250 

Toned  UNC   475 

AU    390 


1842-0 
1847 

1848 
1849-0 


1852-0 

1857 

18S8-S 

1859 

1862-S 

1864 

1868 

1868-  S 
1869 

1869-  S 
1869-S 
1870 


.$  825 


DOLLARS 


1844 
1847 

1859-  S 

1860-  0 
1865 
1870-CC 


Quad-stripes,  toned  AU  $  500 

Choice  AU+    500 

Superb  XF/AU,  mark  In 

obverse  field   1350 

Choice  BU -I-   1150 

AU,  dipped   450 

XF/AU,  sharp   750 


Small  Date,  rev.  2,  ch.  VP  . 
Obv.  rim  cud,  perfect 

date,  AU   200 

1848/1848,  PLAU    225 

PROBABLY  FINEST  KNOWN, 
James  Stack  coin,  lightly 

toned  UNC    8500 

VF/XF,  a  few  ticks   475 

Proof,  cleaned   2000 

Choice  XF   350 

Choice  BU   400 

Lightly  toned  choice  BU   2500 

Choice  AU/UNC    375 

Toned  cameo  gem  UNC   2250 

AU,  cleaned    375 

XF/AU    550 

AU,  cleaned    475 

Choice  AU+    1000 

Choice  BU,  pin  flaw   525 

LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  BOX  187  •  LIMA,  OHIO  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  days, 
(419)  229-5609  nights 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873  Toned  choice  UNC  S  500 

1873  Toned  proof,  rim  tick   550 

1873-  S  Toned  AU    300 

1874-  CC  Choice  AU/BU   450 

1875  Choice  BU,  wiped   850 

1876-  CC  Doubled  die  reverse,  choice  XF  400 

1877-  CC  Choice  AU/BU   600 


14  Day  Return  Privilege 


Approval  Service  With  References 
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A  Numbering  System  for  Extended  Reverse  Shield  Lines 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Over  the  years  I  have  seen  many  Liberty  Seated  coins  with  the  vertical 
lines  in  the  reverse  shield  extending  up  into  the  horizontal  lines  above.  This 
feature  is  particularly  evident  on  quarters  and  half  dollars  of  the  1840's  where 
the  extensions  are  sonnetimes  dramatic.  Since  these  lines  were  engraved 
into  the  dies  individually  during  this  period,  I  have  always  wondered  if  these 
extensions  could  be  catalogued  in  an  effort  to  identify  the  reverse  used  dur- 
ing this  period.  The  placement  of  the  mintmarks  has  been  a  key  feature  in 
identifying  the  reverses  for  branch  mint  varieties  but  no  such  feature  is 
available  for  distinguishing  the  reverses  used  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
I  would  therefore  like  to  propose  a  numbering  system  for  recording  the  pat- 
tern of  extended  reverse  shield  lines  that  can  be  used  to  identify  these 
reverses.  For  early  Seated  half  dollars  and  dollars  the  reverse  shield  con- 
tains six  groups  of  three  vertical  lines.  Starting  from  the  left,  I  would  propose 
that  each  reverse  be  identified  by  the  number  of  valleys  through  which  each 
vertical  line  extends.  This  set  of  numbers  will  then  serve  as  a  fingerprint  for 
that  particular  reverse.  As  an  example  I  will  use  the  reverse  of  the  1844-0  half 
dollar  that  first  appeared  in  Issue  U40  of  the  Journal.  When  applied  to  this 
reverse  the  method  results  in  the  identification  code:  535  533  463  472  365 
275.  I  understand  that  die  wear  will  affect  this  code  but  the  pattern  should 
not  change  dramatically  throughout  the  life  of  the  reverse  die.  The  method 
would  have  to  be  modified  for  quarters  since  these  reverses  have  six  groups 
of  two  vertical  lines. 

One  major  limitation  to  the  use  of  this  method  in  reverse  identification 
would  be  that  the  coin  must  be  in  a  relatively  high  grade  for  the  line  exten- 
sions to  be  visible  in  the  reverse  shield.  Nonetheless,  I  feel  that  this  system 
can  be  used  to  assist  the  collector  in  identifying  the  reverse  dies  of  early 
Seated  coinage. 


Extended  Reverse  Shield  Lines  on  1844-0  Half  Dollar 


DUPLICATES  FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE. 
/  WOULD  MUCH  RATHER  TRADE! 

have  many  halves  and  dollars  not  listed.  Call  or  send  me  your  want  list. 


HALF  DIMES 


1842 

1842 

1847 

1851-0 

1854 

1854 

1856 

1857 

1857 

1861 

1872-S 

DIMES 

1837 
1837 


1838 

1853 

1853 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875-CC 

1890 

1890-  S 

1891-  0 


AU   $  55 

AU-58,  rev.  die  breaks   105 

AU,  toned   65 

XF,  cleaned   65 

XF,  toned   45 

Choice  AU,  ciastied  dies   70 

AU    55 

XF-45,  clashed  dies   25 

AU-55,  cleaned   55 


AU   

AU-55,  mintmarit  above  bow 


45 
65 


.$  40 


Large  Date,  Fine,  cleaned 
Small  Date,  rev.  die  break, 
cleaned,  scratches 

around  head,  AU   300 

XF    42 

AU,  rough  pianchet   20 

AU    60 

WA,  XF   50 

WA,  XF,  album  toning   55 

AU-55,  die  breaks   55 

AU-55,  P/L,  weak  strike  ....  45 

AU-55,  strong  strike   65 

CC  in  wreath,  XF   23 

AU-55,  hint  of  toning   78 

AU,  S/S,  clogged  lower  loop  85 

Choice  AU,  broken  date  punch  60 


QUARTERS 


1838 
1839 
1840-0 
1840-0 

1840-  0 
1841 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 
1842-0 


1843 
1843 
1843-0 


XF,  cleaned,  a  few  dings      S  43 

Reverseof  1838,  VG+  18 

ND,  Large  0  centered,  F  18 

ND,  0  above  AR,  VG,  cleaned  9 

WD,  Small  cover  R.  VP   70 

F   55 

F   29 

LD,  Small  o,VF   32 

SD,  A2  rev.,  old  cleaning, 
porous  streak  on  rev.. 

Fine    425 

AU,  cleaned    65 

XF+   55 


QUARTERS  Continued 

1844  VF+,  old  cleaning  $  42 

1845  45/45,  F,  cleaned   18 

1846  F,  cleaned   15 

1847-0  VG  +  ,  old  cleaning   30 

1849  VG++,  old  cleaning   20 

1849  F   40 

1850  G-t-   16 

1850  F,  old  cleaning    38 

1850-0  F-15,  orig.,afewrimticks  27 

1852  VG    40 

1853  A&R,  F,  original   18 

1853  A&R,  XF+,  light  album  toning  65 

1853  A&R,  AU,  old  cleaning   125 

1853-  0  F+,  original    32 

1854-  0  Huge  0,  VG+,  old  cleaning  . .  60 

1855  XF,  toned   50 

1856  XF,  original   40 

1856  AU,  partial  wire  rims   58 

1856-  0  F   22 

1857  XF,  original   30 

1857  XF-t-,  light  edge  toning   35 

1857-  0  F+,  toning   18 

1858  XF+   35 

1858-  S  AG,  just  wear    15 

1859  XF,  cleaned   27 

1859-  S  G,  old  cleaning    35 

1859-S  F-15   135 

1862  AU,  old  clean.,  album  toning  .  89 

1863  F,  old  cleaning    29 

1869-S  VG-»-+,  old  cleaning   70 

1873-S  XF,  rough,  good  eye  appeal  42 

1875-  CC  V2,G/AG,  just  wear   17 

1876  VF  +  ,  cleaned   20 

1876  XF,  cleaned   32 

1876  XF    38 

1876-  S  XF  +  ,  old  clean.,  light  toning  .  55 

1876-  CC  XF  +  ,  recut  mintmark    60 

1877  VF,  cleaned   26 

1877-  S  f+   16 

1877-S  XF    32 

1877-CC  XF    55 

1877-  CC  XF+,  album  toning   60 

1878-  S  F,  rough   40 

1878-CC  F-15,  original    45 

1890  VG+,  full  weak  LIBERTY....  45 


Small  0,  VF,  album  toning  85 

I  want  to  trade  for  the  following  dates  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU. 

QUARTERS:  1871,  1880,  1881,  1884,  1886.     DOLLARS:  1856,  1857,  1862,  1863. 

10  Day  Return  Privilege  for  any  reason.  Checks  must  clear. 

Postage  on  orders  under  $50  would  help.  Grading  by  ANA  and  Photograde. 

Scott  Atkinson         LSCC  #882 

2860  N.W.  27  Avenue  •  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33311 

Telephone  (305)  739-9101  days 
ALL  COINS  KEPT  IN  BANK  (305)  722-4444  evenings 
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An  1853  Dollar  with  Doubling  on  LIBERTY 
and  Extended  Reverse  Shield  Lines 

by 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak 


We  who  collect  Seated  dollars  complain  about  the  almost  total  lack  of 
documentation  of  the  die  varieties  in  this  series.  Just  about  all  the  major 
varieties  we  know  about  are  the  quad-stripes  variety  of  1844,  the  chin- 
whiskers  variety  of  1853  and  the  mintmark  positional  varieties  on  the  Carson 
City  dates.  In  Issue  #40  of  the  Journal  I  read  the  article  by  Bill  Fivaz  showing 
vertical  shield  lines  that  extended  beyond  their  normal  perimeters  on  a 
Seated  half  dollar.  Since  reading  that  article  I  have  gotten  into  the  habit  of 
checking  all  my  Seated  coinage  for  this  feature  in  the  search  for  new 
varieties. 

In  June  of  1988,  I  picked  up  an  1853  dollar  in  choice  EF-AU  condition. 
Studying  the  coin  with  a  16x  loupe  showed  it  to  be  the  familiar  chinwhiskers 
variety.  Then  I  put  the  coin  under  the  50x  microscope.  When  I  came  to  the 
reverse  shield  I  felt  my  scalp  tingle.  The  vertical  shield  lines  extended  up  into 
the  horizontal  lines!  I  thought  I'd  had  enough  excitement  for  one  day  when  I 
turned  the  coin  over  to  examine  the  obverse.  In  looking  at  the  lettering  in 
LIBERTY  on  the  obverse  shield,  I  found  that  there  was  clear  doubling  in  the 
form  of  an  extra  line  to  the  right  of  the  uprights  of  each  letter.  The  extra  line 
does  not  take  the  form  of  the  shelf  of  metal  off  to  one  side  of  each  letter,  as 
is  typical  of  strike  doubling.  Rather,  the  extra  line  is  found  alongside  the 
uprights  of  the  L,I,B  and  R;  it  is  found  inside  the  upright  of  the  T  for  about 
two-thirds  of  the  height  of  the  upright;  and  it  is  found  to  the  right  of  the  lower 
stem  and  left  branch  of  the  Y.  Because  of  these  characteristics  I  believe  that 
this  coin  has  die  doubling  on  the  letters  of  LIBERTY.  Strike  doubling  would 
produce  an  extra  outline  of  each  letter  uniformly  to  one  side  of  each  letter. 
On  this  coin,  only  the  uprights  of  the  letters  are  doubled;  there  is  no  extra 
outline  of  each  letter.  The  accompanying  illustration  details  the  doubling. 


Illustration  of  Doubling 
on  "Liberty"  on  1853  Dollar 
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When  examining  the  reverse  shield,  I  found  that  almost  all  of  the  vertical 
shield  lines  extended  up  beyond  the  lov\/est  horizontal  shield  line.  Most  of 
the  vertical  lines  extend  up  to  the  second  or  third  horizontal  line,  and  several 
extend  up  to  the  fourth  horizontal  line.  None  extend  down  be\o\N  the  shield 
into  the  eagle  but  one  or  two  lines  on  the  left  side  of  the  shield  extend  past 
the  Inner  shield  outline  to  the  outer  shield  outline.  LSCC  President,  John 
McCloskey,  has  devised  a  numbering  system  for  the  extended  reverse  shield 
lines  which  is  explained  in  his  article  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  Using  that 
numbering  system,  my  1853  dollar  has  the  following  extended  line  configura- 
tion: 112  211  112  231  232  012.  These  numbers  represent  how  far  each  vertical 
line  extends  up  into  the  spaces  between  the  horizontal  shield  lines. 

Also  notable  are  the  heavy  die  polishing  lines  that  can  be  seen  in  the 
spaces  between  the  vertical  lines  in  the  reverse  shield  of  this  coin.  These  die 
polishing  lines  occupy  two-thirds  of  the  space  in  the  reverse  shield.  Perhaps 
some  heavy  clash  marks  were  removed  from  the  die  in  this  area. 

I  would  expect  that  my  fellow  Seated  dollar  enthusiasts  will  be  interested 
in  this  previously  undocumented  variety.  So  far  as  I  know,  this  is  the  first 
report  of  either  extended  shield  lines  or  any  form  of  die  doubling  on  any 
Seated  dollar.  Let's  check  those  Seated  dollars  carefully,  there  have  to  be 
more  die  varieties  just  waiting  to  be  discovered. 

I  will  correspond  on  a  regular  basis  with  anyone  interested  in  Seated 
dollars.  You  may  write  to  me  as  follows:  Lawrence  Rogak,  P.O.  Box  547,  Long 
Beach,  New  York  11561. 


Reverse  Shield  of  1853  Dollar 
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BETTER  DATES  #15 

I  have  picked-up  a  lot  of  new  material  and  have  many  more  pieces  that  are  not 
listed.  Call  or  send  me  your  want  list.  In  celebration  of  five  years  of  advertis- 
ing in  the  Journal,  deduct  5%  on  orders  of  two  or  more  coins. 


DIMES 

1838 
1840 
1841-0 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1843-  0 
1844 
1847 
1849-0 
1853-0 
1855 
1856 
1856-S 
1862 
1863 
1866-S 
1873-S 
1875-CC 
1884-S 
1889-S 


VF,  partial  drapery,  original 

NO,  VF-XF,  original  

F-VF,  deeply  toned,  Small  o 
VF-XF,  weak  head.  Small  o 
VF-XF,  original  


$  70 
16 
15 
30 
30 

G,  nice  light  gray   27 

VG-F,  old  cleaning,  retoned  ....  34 

VF,  original   44 

F-VF,  original.  Large  0   25 

Arrows,  F,  weak  date   13 

AU,  lustrous  under  gray  toning  . .  35 
LD,  VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  .  15 

F,  old  cleaning   115 

XF,  light  toning   27 

VG-F,  two  obverse  marks   250 

XF,  cleaned    100 

Arrows,  G-I-,  original  toning  ... .  10 

XF,  very  flat  head   22 

VF,  nice  light  toning   20 

F,  small  reverse  scratches   12 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  SD,  ch.  AU,  polished,  toned  S160 

1843  XF-AU,  dipped,  some  luster   70 

1844  Choice  AU,  light  toning  175 

1847-0  XF-AU,  original  toning   80 

1849  VF-XF   55 

1849-0  VF-XF,  nice  original  coin    50 

1853-0  A&R,  choice  XF,  album  toning  .  275 

1855-S  VG,  old  cleaning   325 

1857-0  XF-AU,  dipped,  much  luster  80 

1857-S  Choice  XF,  cleaned.  Medium  S  245 

1857-S  Choice  AU,  light  cleaning   280 

1860-  0  Choice  XF,  old  light  cleaning  63 
1861  XF-AU,  old  light  cleaning  65 

1861-  S  XF,  dark  toning    60 

1865  XF,  nice  original  toning   85 

1866-  S  No  Motto,  AG-G    32 

1867-  S  VF,  old  cleaning   30 

1870-CC  G-H,  nice  problem  free  coin   575 

1873  NA,  F,  Closed  3,  original    35 

1873-CC  NA,  AG  full  date   40 

1876  Choice  VF,  old  light  cleaning  ...  30 

1876-  CC  VF,  cleaned,  weak  centers   35 

1877-  CC  Choice  VF,  original,  nice   50 

1877-CC  XF,  old  light  cleaning   80 

1888  AG-G,  a  few  hairlines   125 

1890  VF,  weak  E  in  LIBERTY   240 


DOLLARS 


1842 

1846 

1846-0 

1864 

1869 

1872 


AU,  flat  strike  $370 

VG,  cleaned,  rev.  die  crack   65 

AG,  full  date,  hole  at  12:00   35 

XF,  cleaned,  light  retoning   350 

Choice  VF,  fully  original   240 

VF-XF,  light  gray  toning   160 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  Choice  XF-AU,  deep  orig.  toning  $180 
1875-S     XF-AU,  sharp  strike,  luster     .  105 

QUARTERS 

1840-0     ND,  F,  original,  0  centered  %  20 

1840-0  WD,  choice  XF,  old  light  cleaning  150 

1860-S     VF,  scrs  above  left  wing   305 

1864       F,  old  light  cleaning   75 

1868-  S     XF,  minor  rim  ticks   90 

1869-  S     VF,  nice  light  toning   185 

1869-S     VF-XF,  speckled  toning   200 

1871-S     G  + /AG -H,  just  wear   135 

1873-S     Arrows,  F-VF,  original   49 

1875-CC    VF-XF,  nice  original  toning   200 

1879        XF-AU,  toned   260 

1887       F-VF,  a  few  rim  marks    220 

Seeking  all  scarce  dates  and  varieties.  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the 
following  dates.  Please  write  or  ship  for  generous  offer.  10':  1841-0  Large  0 
1885-S.  25':  1840-O  Drapery,  Large  O,  1873-CC,  1886,  1887.  50':  1844-0  Doubl- 
ed Date,  1850,  1851,  1852,  1873-CC  Arrows,  1887. 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading. 
Please  Add  $1.00  for  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC#566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1875-CC  VF-XF,  cleaned,  gold  toning 
1875-CC    XF-AU,  cleaned,  sharp  strike 


$110 
150 
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New  Thoughts  on  1863  to  1868  Philadelphia  Half  Dimes 

by 

Larry  Briggs 

While  attending  a  coin  show  it  often  happens  that  someone  will  ask  me  to 
authenticate  a  coin  for  them.  This  is  usually  not  a  problem  but  there  was  one 
exception  that  I  would  like  to  pass  on  to  you.  A  friend  of  mine  recently 
approached  me  with  what  appeared  to  be  an  1863  Philadelphia  half  dime  that 
graded  Fine  and  an  1864  Philadelphia  half  dime  that  graded  VF.  At  first 
glance  the  1864  half  dime  appeared  baggy  in  the  area  where  the  mintmark 
should  be.  This  coin  also  didn't  seem  to  have  the  die  crack  on  the  reverse 
that  I  expected  it  to  have.  The  1864  Philadelphia  reverse  is  from  the  same  die 
as  the  1863  Philadelphia  reverse  with  the  business  strikes  of  both  years 
showing  a  die  crack  at  3:30  on  the  reverse.  This  1864  coin  had  no  crack  but  a 
light  scratch  was  visible  in  the  area  where  the  crack  should  be.  I  was  leaning 
toward  the  conclusion  that  this  coin  was  in  reality  an  1864-S  half  dime  with  a 
removed  mintmark.  Could  the  person  who  removed  the  mintmark  have  been 
knowledgeable  enough  to  add  a  scratch  on  the  reverse  at  3:30  from  the  rim  to 
the  wreath  to  simulate  the  1863  Philadelphia  die  crack?  One  last  check 
would  verify  this  conclusion.  I  would  compare  the  reeding  on  the  two  coins 
to  see  if  they  matched.  They  were  different  so  I  decided  that  I  must  be  look- 
ing at  an  1863  Philadelphia  half  dime  and  an  1864-S  half  dime  with  a  removed 
mintmark.  The  reeding  test  was  easy  enough  to  apply  but  further  problems 
with  it  soon  developed. 

We  have  been  operating  under  the  assumption  that  all  Philadelphia  half 
dimes  of  this  period  have  the  same  reeding.  Also,  we  have  assumed  that  all 
San  Francisco  half  dimes  have  the  same  reeding  but  that  this  reeding  is  dif- 
ferent from  that  used  in  Philadelphia.  Therefore,  the  reeding  test  would  be 
one  sure  way  to  tell  a  rare  Philadelphia  mint  half  dime  from  a  San  Francisco 
specimen  of  the  same  date  with  a  removed  mintmark.  Unfortunately,  we  all 
have  been  wrong  in  operating  under  these  assumptions  and  have  not  known 
it.  As  a  further  reeding  check,  I  removed  from  stock  all  of  the  half  dimes  that  I 
had  from  this  period  and  made  comparisons  on  the  reeding  of  each  coin. 
I  had  proof  1862,  a  proof  1863,  a  proof  1865,  an  UNC  1867  and  circulated  ex- 
amples of  the  1868-S  and  1869-S.  I  found  that  the  1862,  1863  and  1865  proof 
coins  all  had  the  same  reeding.  The  1867  uncirculated  specimen  had  a  dif- 
ferent reeding  from  the  three  proof  coins  but  it  matched  the  reeding  on  the 
Fine  1863  coin.  I  found  that  the  reeding  on  the  1864  half  dime  in  VF  didn't 
match  the  reeding  on  any  of  the  other  Philadelphia  coins.  The  final  step  in 
the  verification  of  a  removed  mintmark  then  would  be  a  comparison  of  the 
reeding  on  the  1864  half  dime  with  that  of  the  two  San  Francisco  coins.  The 
reeding  on  the  1868-S  and  1869-S  coins  matched  but  it  was  different  from  the 
reeding  on  the  1864  half  dime  under  consideration.  This  1864  half  dime 
appeared  to  be  genuine  in  all  respects  but  the  die  crack  on  the  reverse  at 
3:30  was  missing  and  the  reeding  didn't  match  that  on  either  Philadelphia  or 
San  Francisco  mint  specimens.  The  coin  was  sold  as  a  Philadelphia 
specimen.  What  seemed  like  an  easy  check  for  authentication  didn't  go 
so  easy. 
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As  a  result  of  this  experience  several  questions  were  raised  and  resolved 
with  different  answers  than  before.  Further  research  indicates  that  all  proof 
half  dinnes  of  the  1860's  have  the  same  reeding  but  that  it  is  different  fronn 
the  reeding  of  the  business  strikes  of  the  sanne  dates.  All  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco coins  that  I  have  checked  for  the  period  from  1863  to  1869  have  the 
same  reeding.  Therefore,  to  determine  if  a  San  Francisco  mintmark  has  been 
removed  from  a  given  coin,  you  would  need  three  coins  for  the  reeding 
check,  (1)  a  proof  Philadelphia  half  dime,  (2)  a  business  strike  Philadelphia 
half  dime  and  (3)  a  San  Francisco  mint  half  dime.  You  also  could  use  your 
knowledge  of  die  deterioration  to  aid  in  the  authentication  of  a  particular 
coin.  The  1863  and  1864  Philadelphia  business  strikes  should  have  a  die 
crack  on  the  reverse  at  3:30.  The  1865-S  reverse  is  broken  up  with  die  cracks 
surrounding  the  wreath.  The  1867  Philadelphia  business  strike  always 
comes  with  the  die  break  from  the  rim  through  the  last  S  in  STATES  to  the 
shoulder.  During  this  period  all  of  the  proofs  have  what  I  refer  to  as  two  fang 
marks  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  Further  die  confirmations  can  be  made  by 
using  the  Valentine  reprint  if  needed. 

So  whatever  happened  to  the  1864  half  dime  I  was  trying  to  authenticate? 
The  coin  wasn't  for  sale  to  me  so  I  wasn't  able  to  acquire  it  or  keep  it  for  fur- 
ther study  and  comparison.  If  anyone  can  further  elaborate  on  this  matter  I 
would  be  grateful.  Please  contact  me  with  your  comments  as  follows:  Larry 
Briggs,  P.  O.  Box  187,  Lima,  Ohio  45802. 


Liberty  Seated  Treasure! 


Liberty  Seated  Coins  Recovered  from  Caribbean  Shipwreck 

I  have  been  fortunate  to  obtain  some  Liberty  Seated  quarters  and  half  dollars  which  divers  have 
recovered  from  a  shipwreck  off  the  coast  of  the  Dominican  Republic.  The  shipwreck  was  believed 
to  be  the  American  steamer  Clara  Woodhouse,  which  sank  in  the  vicinity  on  Oct.  1,  1877. 

These  coins  are  generally  very  high  grade  examples  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Given  their 
100 -(-  years  under  the  sea  they  do  show  some  evidence  of  sea  emersion.  The  quarters  still  bear 
some  coral  encrustation;  the  encrustation  on  the  halves  was  removed  by  the  divers  through 
electrolysis.  All  of  these  coins  are  attractive.  It  is  very  unusual  for  United  States  coins  to  be 
recovered  from  wrecks.  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  obtain  a  fascinating  piece  of  history  which 
will  compliment  any  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  Coins. 

Few  pieces  are  available  and  I  am  offering  them  only  to  LSCC  members! 


QUARTERS 

Mixed  Dates:  1853-1874  . .  each  $22 
Better  Dates:  1864, 1874-S  each  $35 


HALVES 

Mixed  Dates:  1854-1873  . .  each  $26 
Better  Dates:  1855/4, 1867  each  $42 


These  are  interesting  and  intriguing  items.  You  will  be  pleased. 
PLEASE  ADD  $2  per  order  for  postage  and  insurance. 

Mark  B.  Hotz         LSCC  #989 

P.O.  Box  45  •  Brooklandville,  Maryland  21022 
Telephone  (301)  655-6555 
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The  1861  Quarter  with  the  Old  Reverse  Hub 

by 

William  Cregan 


1861  Quarter  1861  Quarter 

Old  Reverse  Hub  New  Reverse  Hub 


The  1861  Liberty  Seated  quarter  with  the  old  reverse  hub  is  a  distinct  vari- 
ety with  several  design  features  that  identify  it.  The  nnost  distinguishable 
feature  between  the  two  reverse  hubs  of  this  year  is  the  shape  of  the  eagle's 
eye.  On  the  old  hub  the  eye  is  concave  or  hollow;  on  the  new  hub  it  is  more 
rounded  or  convex. 

There  also  are  other  design  differences  between  the  old  and  new  hubs 
used  to  make  the  dies  for  1861  quarters.  On  the  old  hub  the  last  8  in  the  word 
STATES  is  nearly  closed,  on  the  new  hub  it  is  open.  The  eagle's  claws  also 
are  spaced  differently  on  the  two  hubs.  On  the  old  hub  they  are  closed 
tighter  around  the  olive  branch  and  arrows;  on  the  new  hub  they  are  more 
relaxed  or  open.  The  berries  on  the  olive  branch  also  are  larger  on  the  old  hub 
and  the  rims  are  wider. 

In  Issue  #18  of  the  Journal,  Jerald  Hueber,  wrote  that  he  had  located  both 
the  old  and  new  hub  reverses  for  quarters  dated  1859,  1860,  and  1861.  I  have 
found  the  1859  quarter  with  the  new  hub  to  be  more  available  than  the  variety 
with  the  old  hub.  I  also  have  found  the  1860  quarter  with  the  new  hub  to  be 
uncommon.  The  1861  quarter  with  the  new  hub  is  common  while  the  variety 
with  the  old  hub  is  scarce. 

Pieces  with  the  old  and  new  hubs  of  these  three  dates  present  some  inter- 
esting varieties  that  will  challenge  the  Seated  quarter  collector.  The  1861 
quarter  with  the  old  hub  is  the  most  difficult  variety  in  this  group. 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

1844-0     G4/AG3,  Large  0   5  36 

1846       G-4,  full  rims.  Nice  for  grade   125 

1849       AU-55.  Original,  problem  free,  well  struck, 

ligfitly  toned  and  beautiful   89 

1850-0  XF-45.  Traces  of  luster.  Sharp  strike,  slight  die  rotation   125 

1852-  0  VF-30.  Attractive,  iridescent  toning.  Problem  free   125 

1853  VF-25.  No  Arrows.  Nice  original   70 

1853-  0  VG-10.  No  Arrows.  Nice  but  uneven  color  on  reverse    160 

1853-0    XF-45.  Arrows.  V-2.  Large  die  crack  at  3  in  date. 

Sharp  original,  lightly  toned    65 

1859-0    AU-50.  Outstanding  specimen  for  this  date.  Well  struck 

and  lustrous.  Hard  to  find  and  underrated   140 

1863  G-5.  Nice  original    110 

1864  VF-30.  Attractive  dark  and  light  gray.  Original  and  problem  free  385 
1864-8    VF-35.  Choice  original.  Light  russet  toning   125 

1864-  S    XF-45.  Sharp.  Traces  of  luster   245 

1865  VF-30.  Typical  weak  strike  at  lower  shield  and  upper 

wreath.  Small  mark  in  drapery.  Lightly  toned    425 

1865-  S    VF-35.  Old  album  toning   50 

1866  G-5.  Old  cleaning.  A  few  light  marks   125 

1866-  S    XF-40.  Attractive.  Light  russet  toning   95 

1867-  S    XF-40.  Sharp  original.  A  few  light  marks    65 

1869-S    XF-45.  Sharp  original.  Elusive  in  better  grades   55 

Additional  dates/grades  available.  Please  send  your  nanne  and 
address  for  free  list.  ANA  grading.  15  day  return  on  all  coins  in 
original  holders.  List  alternate  selections  if  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff    LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776 
Redwood  City,  CA  94064 

Telephone  (415)  367-1064  (evenings  and  weekends) 
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The  1873-S  Seated  Dollar  Do  any  still  exist? 

by 

Garey  Sutherby  and  Robert  Spangler 

Despite  a  mintage  of  700  pieces,  no  examples  of  the  1873-S  Seated  dollar 
are  presently  known.  All  of  these  dollars  were  presumably  melted  at  the  mint 
in  1873.  However,  rumors  of  a  survivor  persist,  a  long  hidden  example  as 
noted  by  McCloskey  In  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Vol.  1,  pp  345-346. 
Is  there  any  evidence  to  suggest  the  existence  of  this  survivor? 

In  the  1930's  and  early  1940's,  authors  of  some  major  reference  books 
believed  that  examples  existed.  The  1939  edition  of  the  American  Catalogue 
and  Standard  Price  List  of  All  United  States  Coins  compiled  by  R.A.  Wilson 
lists  the  1873-S  Seated  dollar.  Not  only  does  it  mention  this  date,  but  it 
reports  a  buying  price  of  $25.00  to  $65.00  and  a  selling  price  of  $150.00  to 
$500.00.  In  the  introduction  of  this  book  the  author  implies  that  these  prices 
were  compiled  from  dealers'  catalogues,  suggesting  that  at  least  one  1873-S 
Seated  dollar  was  bought  and  sold.  Furthermore,  other  coins  were  listed  as 
having  greater  value,  implying  that  these  other  coins  were  considered  rarer. 
Examples  of  coins  listed  with  greater  values,  all  with  dealers'  buying  prices 
over  $1000  were:  the  1793  large  cent  with  strawberry  sprig,  the  1804  dollar, 
the  1798  $5  gold  coin  with  small  eagle,  the  1815  $5,  the  1822  $5,  and  the  1849 
$20.  Coins  with  buying  prices  between  $500  and  $1000  were:  the  1838-0  half 
dollar,  the  1853-0  no  arrows  and  rays  half  dollar,  the  1885  Trade  dollar,  and 
assorted  gold  coins.  Coins  of  comparable  value,  $100  to  $500  were:  the  1799 
large  cent,  the  1802  half  dime,  the  1894-S  dime,  the  1876-CC  twenty  cent 
piece,  the  1823  quarter,  the  1827  quarter,  the  1796  half  dollar,  the  1838  dollar, 
the  1870-S  dollar,  and  assorted  gold  coins.  Early  Red  Books  and  Blue  Books 
also  listed  the  1873-S  Seated  dollar  as  though  there  were  known  examples 
and  established  prices.  However,  this  could  have  been  caused  by  earlier 
listings  in  other  reference  books. 

While  the  listing  of  a  coin  In  a  price  guide  is  not  strong  evidence  for  its 
existence,  it  does  cause  us  to  speculate  that  an  example  existed  in  the 
1930's.  Where  did  It  go?  If  anyone  has  any  further  listings,  information  or 
comments,  please  contact  us  by  writing  Garey  Sutherby,  P.O.  Box  1043, 
Wheatridge,  CO  80034. 

Choice  Fine  or  Better 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

Buy  —  Sell  —  Trade 
10^  —  25^  —  50^  —  M 

Your  want  lists  welcome 
TOM  LEON       LSCC  #063 

P.O.  Box  4259  •  San  Francisco,  OA  94101 
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Something  for  all  from  MCI 


PART  I:  15  year  old  collection 


of  Dollars 

1836  XF45/45,  Gobrecht  Dollar  . . .  $3600 

1840  XF45/45    550 

1841  AU50/50    400 

1842  AU55/55    450 

1843  MS60/60    600 

1844  MS6G/60    1200 

1845  MS60/60    1200 

1846  AU50/50    425 

1846-0     AU58/58    1600 

1847  MS60/6G   550 

1848  AU58/60    1300 

1849  AU55/58    440 

1850  XF40/45    1100 

1850-0  XF45/MS60,  due  to  strike  ...  1500 

1851  Proof  15,000 

1853  XF40/45    475 

1854  AU58    3000 

1855  AU58    2500 

1856  MS60/60,  weak  strike   1300 

1857  AU50/50    875 

1859  AU58/55    1000 

1859-0     AU55/55    460 

1859-  S      AU55/50    1300 

1860  MS60/60,  dark   1250 

1860-  0     MS60/60    850 

1861  Proof   2000 

1862  MS60/60    2500 

1863  Proof   1500 

1864  AU55/55    650 

1865  XF40/40    1800 

1867  AU55/58    700 

1868  MS60/60    1100 

1869  Proof  55/58    1250 

1870  XF40/45    325 

1870-CC    XF40/40    800 

1871  AU50/50    350 

1872  XF/AU   275 

1872-CC    XF40/40    2000 

1872-  S     AU50/55    1400 

1873-  CC    XF,  original   5600 


PART  II:  Seated  Dollars 

1840        F   $  270 

1840        XF    400 

1842        VF/XF   240 

1842  AU   350 

1843  XF    300 

1844  VF/XF   400 

1844  XF    450 

1845  VG   250 

1845        F   275 

1845  G    200 

1846  XF    260 

1846-0      XF    350 

1846-0     AU55,  PL   1400 

1847  F   125 

1847  XF    350 

1848  VF+   450 

1848        XF    800 

1850        AG   125 

1850-0      VF    400 

1856        XF    750 

1858  AU55/55,  Proof   6200 

1859  VF-i-   390 

1859  XF+   640 

1860  XF    400 

1860        XF/AU   800 

1860-0      XF    210 

1860-0      IVIS   700 

1866        XF/AU   360 

1870  CounterstampedAUG19MLG  .  75 

1870        XF    325 

1870  VF-i-   180 

1870-CC    VG,  scratctiatCC   190 

1871  VF    160 

1872-CC    VG/F   950 

1872-CC    F   1100 

1872-S     F/VF    375 

1872-S      VF/XF   650 

1873        XF-H   400 


Terms  ■  All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 
Full  10  day  return  privilege. 
Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 


MCI 


MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
P.O.  BOX  847 
HASTINGS,  FLORIDA  32045 
Telephone  (904)  692-1846 
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An  1841  Half  Dime  with  a  Shattered  Reverse 

by 

Stephen  A.  Grain 


The  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series  is  weli  provided  with  die  varieties, 
including  many  with  distinguishing  die  cracks.  The  standard  reference  work 
by  D.W.  Valentine,  The  United  States  Half  Dimes,  contains  descriptions  of 
many  die  cracks  known  to  the  author  in  1931.  Several  supplements  have 
added  to  our  collective  knowledge  of  the  various  anomalies  in  the  dies. 
Reports  of  discoveries  and  progressions  of  many  new  die  states  have  ap- 
peared in  the  pages  of  the  Journai.  Indeed,  one  of  the  fascinating  elements 
of  collecting  the  series  is  the  possibility  of  discovering  a  new  variety  or  die 
state  previously  unknown  or  at  least  not  yet  reported  by  others. 

One  possible  candidate  for  such  classification  is  a  recently  discovered 
1841  Philadelphia  half  dime  with  a  significant  reverse  die  break.  Close  exam- 
ination, with  16  magnification,  reveals  a  diagonal  die  break  extending  from 
the  rim  at  7:00  to  the  wreath  at  2:00.  It  emerges  between  two  denticles  at  the 
rim  at  7:00,  extends  to  the  left  stem  of  the  wreath,  runs  across  the  four  leaves 
at  the  lower  left  and  traverses  the  field  to  the  lower  left  base  of  I  in  DIME. 
From  the  upper  right  serif  of  I,  it  continues  to  the  right  base  of  A  in  HALF. 
Reappearing  at  the  upper  right  serif  of  L  in  HALF,  the  crack  connects  to  the 
lower  leaf  of  the  upper  right  hand  side  of  the  wreath,  just  to  the  left  of  the 
lower  berry.  On  my  EF-40  specimen,  it  is  not  immediately  apparent  whether 
the  die  crack  extends  through  the  wreath,  into  F  in  OF,  or  to  the  rim  at  2:00. 
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A  study  of  additional  1841  half  dimes,  both  in  nny  collection  and  in  dealer 
inventories,  has  revealed  no  trace  of  the  die  crack.  Correspondence  with  other 
members  of  the  LSCC  indicates  no  previous  knowledge  of  this  die  state. 

Exhibiting  the  other  attributes  of  the  Valentine  V-2  variety  this  coin  would 
appear  to  be  a  very  late  die  state  of  that  variety.  Due  to  the  extent  of  the  die 
crack,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  die  was  removed  from  service 
shortly  after  this  striking.  This  shattered  reverse  die  should  appropriately  be 
designated  V-2a. 

Should  any  other  member  have  a  similar  specimen,  with  the  described  die 
crack,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  about  it.  Of  particular  interest  would  be  any 
specimen  with  the  crack  more  advanced,  extending  fully  to  the  rim  at  2:00. 
Information  may  be  sent  to  the  Journal  or  directly  to  me  at:  Stephen  A.  Grain, 
89  Varney  Mill  Road,  Windham,  ME  04062. 

Photographs  were  taken  by  Mike  Conroy  of  Numismatic  Attribution  Service. 


1841  Seated  Liberty 
Half  Dime  Reverse  Die  Crack 
(Diagonal  -  2:00  to  7:00) 


Whitman  Half  Dime  Albums  Available 

In  the  past  few  months  I  have  acquired  two  extra  Liberty  Seated  half  dime 
albums.  I  don't  need  these  and  remember  how  hard  it  was  for  me  to  locate 
one  when  I  began  collecting  half  dimes.  I  would  like  to  send  these  albums  to 
half  dime  collectors  who  might  have  a  need  for  them  free  of  charge.  Both 
half  dime  albums  are  in  excellent  condition,  one  has  never  been  used.  If 
interested  send  correspondences  to:  Robert  Burnett,  Rt.  1,  Box  65,  Keysville, 
Virginia  23947. 
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The  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 
Repunched  Date  Low,  A  Follow  Up 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

The  most  difficult  Liberty  Seated  denomination  in  which  to  find  varieties 
is  the  twenty  cent  series  since  it  was  a  very  short  series,  being  minted  for 
only  a  four  year  period  from  1875  to  1878.  Since  1877  and  1878  are  proof  only 
years  in  this  series,  this  leaves  only  1875  and  1876  with  business  strikes  that 
are  truly  collectible  coins.  There  are  a  few  well  known  varieties  for  these  two 
years  such  as  the  1875-S  over  S  and  the  1876-CC  with  the  strongly  doubled 
obverse,  but  very  few  other  varieties  have  ever  been  reported. 

In  Issue  #41  of  the  Journal,  club  member  Harry  Smith  illustrated  an  inter- 
esting variety  of  the  1875-S  twenty  cent  piece.  In  that  article  Harry  pointed 
out  the  top  of  an  apparent  8  poking  up  through  the  denticles  beneath  the  8  in 
the  date.  He  asked  if  anyone  else  had  a  similar  piece.  Shown  below  is 
another  example  of  this  variety  which  I  recently  purchased  with  the  top  of  a 
Low  8  in  exactly  the  same  location  in  the  denticles.  However  there  also  is 
what  appears  to  be  the  top  of  a  1  to  the  left  of  the  Low  8  that  is  in  the  den- 
ticles on  my  coin.  I  suspect  that  this  feature  appears  on  Harry's  coin  but  that 
it  was  too  weak  to  report  with  any  degree  of  certainty  as  being  part  of 
another  1.  No  trace  of  a  7  or  5  can  be  seen  in  the  denticles  to  the  right  of  the 
Low  18  on  my  coin. 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  with  Extra  18  Punched 
into  Denticles 
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Also  shown  are  some  heavy  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  this  coin  through 
the  letters  in  the  word  UNITED  and  through  the  TS  in  the  word  CENTS.  In  a 
recent  telephone  conversation  with  Harry  he  nnentioned  that  his  coin  also 
had  Sonne  significant  reverse  die  cracks.  I  presunne  that  the  cracks  on  his 
coin  are  identical  with  the  ones  shown  here. 

Don't  forget  to  check  the  denticles  on  all  Liberty  Seated  coins  for  extra 
digits  as  well  as  the  base  of  the  rock  upon  which  Miss  Liberty  sits.  You  could 
be  surprised  at  what  you  might  discover. 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  with  Die  Crack 
through  UNITED 


1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  with  Die  Crack 
through  CENTS 
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PCGS  &  Rare  Coins 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1860-0  AU-55/55,  minor  rim  dings  $  100 

DOLLARS 

1846     XF-40   $275 

1846-0  VF-20    250 

1849     XF-45,  scarce   475 

1849     PCGS-62    2000 

1850-0  XF   250 

1854     PCGS-65,  only  two  graded  this  high,  none  higher   42,500 

1865  MS-62    3000 

1866  PCGS-63    4000 

1870     AU-50    475 

1872     AU-50,  minor  rim  ding   300 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1875-CC  AU-50  $275 

Ten  day  return  for  any  reason       •       Checl<s  must  clear 

Member  ANA  &  FUN 
Grading  by  ANA  and  Photo  Grade 
All  Coins  in  Banl< 

Robert  E.  Willard 

6789  Biscayne  Blvd. 
Miami,  Florida  33138 

Telephone  (305)  758-8078 


 ■  — 
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A  Chopmarked  1859-S  Half  Dollar 
by 

Steven  C.  Titmus 


I  recently  acquired  a  well  worn  1859-S  half  dollar  with  an  interesting 
feature:  A  single  chopmark  stamped  into  the  obverse  shield,  left  of  center. 
This  coin  also  exhibits  file  marks  on  the  rim  below  the  date. 

Grading  about  good,  this  coin  has  the  large  S  mintmark  and  was  minted  at 
the  original  San  Francisco  Mint  on  Comercial  Street  just  prior  to  the  Civil 
War.  This  coin  is  tangible  evidence  that  not  only  did  silver  coinage  circulate 
heavily  in  the  Old  West,  but  that  it  also  was  in  demand  by  the  Chinese  mer- 
chants of  San  Francisco  and  the  Far  East. 

During  the  Reconstruction  Era,  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Orient  exploded.  The  Chinese  distrusted  paper  money  and  insisted  on  "hard 
cash,"  primarily  foreign  silver  crowns.  In  1873,  the  United  States  began  issu- 
ing Trade  Dollars  to  compete  with  the  large  foreign  silver  coins  circulating  in 
the  Chinese  Trade  Market. 

Chinese  merchants  validated  the  authenticity  of  these  coins  by  punching 
a  distinguishing  stamp,  or  "chopmark,"  on  them.  The  chopmark  could  repre- 
sent a  name,  a  logo,  or  any  number  of  things.  The  single  character  on  this 
1859-S  half  dollar  translates  to  mean  "evenly,"  "balanced,"  or  "proportional," 
which  indicates  the  coin  passed  the  test  for  authenticity  but  it  doesn't  iden- 
tify the  merchant.  This  is  apparently  a  "generic  chop"  and  typical  of  the 
marks  seen  on  many  chopped  pieces.  Many  coins  exist  with  more  than  one 
chopmark,  which  indicates  multiple  exchange  transactions.  The  majority  of 
the  chopmarked  American  coins  were  minted  in  San  Francisco. 

Occasionally,  the  Chinese  would  accept  smaller  silver  coins  in  trade. 
These  minor  coins  were  sometimes  chopmarked,  as  evidenced  by  this  half 
dollar.  Chopmarked  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  seldom  seen,  and  I  would  be 
interested  in  knowing  of  others  in  existence.  They  are  all  quite  scarce  when 
compared  to  the  far  more  common  chopmarked  Trade  Dollars.  But  all  are 
true  numismatic  relics  of  the  by  gone  era  of  Silver's  Glory  Days. 
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New  Variety  of  the  1875-S  Dime  Discovered 


A  new  variety  of  the  1875-S  Seated  dime  has  been  discovered  and  sent  in 
for  examination  by  Dale  Williams.  This  new  variety  has  the  S  mintmark 
within  the  wreath  and  is  not  listed  in  the  Ahwash  Encyclopedia  on  Seated 
dimes.  The  coin  is  described  in  a  letter  by  Walter  Breen  as  follows: 

1875-S  dime,  Large  S  in  wreath.  Not  in  Ahwash.  Obverse  has  the  A-1  slop- 
ing date  identifyable  by  a)  top  line  of  date:  top  of  1  much  nearer  rocky  base 
than  87,  top  of  5  further  below  still;  b)  skirt  pendant  between  87.  Reverse  is 
similar  to  A-1  but  S  leans  apparently  minutely  more  to  left;  pattern  of  die 
cracks  differs.  The  A-1  reverse  has  a  crack  from  the  rim  at  about  5:15  that 
runs  up  to  the  left  below  the  right  ribbon,  through  the  left  ribbon  and  leaves, 
and  eventually  to  the  rim  at  9:00.  The  present  reverse  does  not  show  any 
trace  of  this  crack  but  instead  has  cracks  from  about  5:00  up  to  the  right  and 
from  rim  to  rim  through  the  leaves  between  7:30  and  almost  9:00.  There  are 
clash  marks  within  the  wreath.  This  is  the  first  example  of  this  variety  that  I 
have  examined;  degree  of  rarity  unknown. 

Walter  fails  to  mention  a  light  die  crack  that  runs  through  the  center  of  the 
reverse.  This  crack  runs  from  the  wreath  down  between  the  letters  NE  in 
ONE,  through  the  letter  M  in  DIME,  through  the  right  edge  of  the  S  mintmark 
and  on  down  to  the  ribbon  to  the  right  of  the  bow.  Also  not  mentioned  in  the 
letter  by  Breen  is  a  die  crack  on  the  obverse  that  runs  from  the  rim,  through 
the  denticles  to  the  right  upper  edge  of  the  D  in  UNITED,  through  the  base  of 
the  letters  in  STATES,  to  the  forehead  of  Miss  Liberty  and  on  to  the  denticles 
and  rim  just  to  the  right  of  12:00. 
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The  coin  described  in  this  article  has  been  graded  as  MS-65  and  is  to  be 
sold  by  Vintage  Auctions  Inc.  at  the  February  9-12, 1989  auction  which  will  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Coin  Conven- 
tion in  Baltimore.  Anyone  wishing  further  information  about  this  particular 
coin  or  the  auction  in  which  it  will  be  sold  should  contact  Dale  L.  Williams, 
P.O.  Box  16790,  South  Lake  Tahoe,  California  95706. 

The  Editor 


1875-S  Dime,  Mintmark  Within  Wreath 
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The  Characteristics  of  Strike  Doubling 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

In  reviewing  Issue  #42  of  the  Journal  I  noted  the  photograph  and  article  "A 
Repunched  Mintmark  on  an  1888-S  Quarter"  by  Thomas  Skahan.  Although  I 
have  not  seen  this  coin,  I  believe  that  Mr.  Skahan  has  made  the  same  error 
that  so  many  collectors  make  in  identifying  this  malfunction  as  die  doubling 
when  in  fact  it  is  the  result  of  strike  doubling.  This  error  also  is  sometimes 
called  machine  doubling  or  die  chatter. 

The  key  element  that  identifies  this  aberration  as  a  function  of  the  strike 
and  not  that  of  the  die  itself  is  that  the  secondary  image  is  FLAT,  SHELF  LIKE 
and  LOW  IN  THE  FIELD.  The  secondary  image  that  Mr.  Skahan  felt  was 
another  repunched  S  to  the  left  of  the  mintmark  is  not  raised  and  rounded  which 
would  be  the  characteristics  of  a  doubled  die  or  of  a  repunched  mintmark. 

Strike  doubling  occurs  at  the  time  of  the  strike  when  one  of  the  dies  is 
somewhat  loose  and  actually  twists  slightly  at  the  time  of  striking,  creating 
this  metal  shear  effect  at  the  lowest  parts  of  the  die,  in  this  case  the  mint- 
mark.  From  Mr.  Skahan's  photo  one  can  see  that  the  S  mintmark  is  consid- 
erably above  the  rest  of  the  design  so  it  would  be  the  first  part  of  the  coin 
affected  when  striking  from  a  loose  die. 

Shown  is  a  picture  of  an  MS-63  1877-S/S  half  from  my  collection  that  illus- 
trates the  same  effect  on  another  coin.  Note  the  same  shelf  like  effect  on  the 
left  side  of  the  S  mintmark  on  my  coin,  but  far  to  the  left  there  is  another  S 
which  has  been  punched  into  the  die  almost  a  full  letter  away.  This  is  a 
known  variety  and  the  picture  is  being  presented  here  merely  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  strike  doubling  and  die  doubling  on  the  same  coin. 

This  article  is  in  no  way  meant  to  criticize  Mr.  Skahan's  identification  of 
his  1888-S  quarter.  I  just  thought  that  this  might  be  a  good  opportunity  to 
attempt  to  clear  up  a  good  deal  of  confusion  on  the  difference  between 
strike  doubling  and  die  doubling.  The  distinction  between  these  two  effects 
has  caused  a  great  many  problems  over  the  years.  I  would  be  glad  to  corres- 
pond with  anyone  who  still  has  questions  on  this  issue.  Address  all  corres- 
pondences to:  Bill  Fivaz,  P.O.  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  Georgia  30338.  I  also 
may  be  reached  by  telephone  most  evenings  and  weekends  at  (404)  396-6125. 
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A  New  List  of  Rare  Dates  and  Type  Coins  from  Bill 

Have  you  noticed  that  people  have  finally  discovered  Lieberty  Seated  coinage? 


HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  F-VF15  $  16 

1839-  0  XF45,  rim  cuds   45 

1840-  0  No  Drapery,  VF25/35    27 

1840  With  Drapery,  XF40   85 

1842-0  VF25,  original   65 

1844  AU 50+,  light  obv.  scratch  45 

1848  Large  Date,  original  XF40    55 

1849-  0  F12,  rough   21 

1850-  0  XF45,  slightly  porous    52 

1851-  0  VF20/F12   13 

1851-  0  VF-XF35,  rim  dig    12 

1852-  0  VF25,  rim  digs    29 

1852-  0  VF-XF35-H    75 

1853  No  Arrows,  VG8    29 

1853-  0  NA,  F-VF15,  rim  dings   135 

1855-0  Choice  XF-AU45+,  rim  cut   29 

1858-  0  F-VF15   8 

1859  AU50,  PL   43 

1859-  0  VF20   22 

1868  VG7,  dig  in  obv.  field   19 

1870  F-VF12/30   5 

1871 -S  VF-XF35,  rim  nicks   29 

DIMES 

1837  Large  Date,  VG8/10,  rim  nicks  . .  $  18 

1838  Large  Stars,  F12/VG8   6 

1838  G4,  heavy  die  break  from 

shoulder  to  rim  through 

7th  star   19 

1839-  0  Small  0,  F12,  slightly  rough   13 

1840-  0  Small  o,  VF-XF35   36 

1842-0  Medium  o,  VF20   23 

1842-0  Medium  o,  AU50,  light  marks  ...  85 

1845-0  AG3,  well  worn   3 

1853-0  XF40,  flat  leaves   39 

1869  F12/G4,  slightly  porous   18 

1876-CC  Doubled  Legend,  VG-FIO-t-    29 

1876-CC  Doubled  Legend,  F12-h   42 

1890-S  Medium  S/Small  s,  F-VF15   24 


QUARTERS 

1840  VF20,  porous   $  42 

1840-  0  WD,  Small  0  left,  G4    14 

1841-  0  Recut  stars,  VG8   10 

1842  F12,  original,  scratch  on  obv.  48 

1843  F12,  die  break  from  eagle's  wing  17 
1843-0  Small  o,  choice  VF-XF35   59 

1847  AU50  +  ,  strong  lustre   98 

1853-0  A&R,  VF20   35 

1856-  S  F12,  tiny  mark  by  wing   65 

1857-  0  VF25   23 

1860-0  VG8,  light  rev.  scratch   7 

1860-0  XF40   52 

1865  G4,  original   36 

1868-S  VG8/G6,  original   39 

1872  VG8/10   36 

1873  Arrows,  F12,  old  cleaning   24 

1874-  S  VF20,  porous    29 

1875-  CC  VG8/AG3-f,  orig.  toning   30 

1880  G4/AG3,  cleaned    65 

1891-0  F12/VG8,  scratches  on  obverse .  75 

1891-S  F12/VG8   9 

HALVES 

1840-  0  Very  small  o,  VF30/35  S  65 

1841-  0  VF20,  weak  centers    42 

1845-0  VF35/XF40,  small  digs  on  eagle  41 

1848  VG8    40 

1858  AU50,  light  scratches  by  eagle  . .  59 

1859-0  VF20,  several  digs    19 

1862  Ch.  VF35/XF40,  obv.  scratches  45 

1864  VF25,  nice    52 

1870-S  VF25/35,  cleaned,  a  few  digs  ...  31 

DOLLARS 

1853  G4,  old  cleaning   S  92 

1856  G6,  nice    145 

1857  AbtF10  +  /F15   210 

1861  Abt  F10  +  /VF20,  slightly  porous .  335 

1867  VG8-»-/F15   145 

1869  F12/15   155 

1873  VG10/F12   88 


All  coins  presently  in  stock.  Write  for  FREE  updated  list  of  new  pur- 
chases. ANA  Grading  Standards.  14  Day  Return  Privilege. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS      LSCC  #70 

BOX  734  •  Semmes,  Alabama  36575 

After  6:00  p.m.— Telephone  (205)  649-2631 
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A  New  Variety  of  the  1841-0  Half  Dime? 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 


While  I  am  primarily  a  collector  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  I  naturally  have  a 
great  appreciation  for  other  denominations  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  I 
have  in  my  small  collection  of  half  dimes  a  variety  of  the  1841-0  that  may  not 
be  known  to  half  dime  collectors.  This  piece  has  the  Valentine  V-3  reverse 
with  the  die  crack  running  from  the  rim  through  R  in  AMERICA  to  the  leaf. 
The  obverse  is  similar  to  the  V-3  variety  in  that  it  has  the  repunched  8  and  4 
described  by  Valentine.  However,  my  coin  has  strong  repunching  in  all  four 
digits  in  the  date,  a  fact  not  mentioned  by  Valentine.  Did  he  not  notice  the 
recutting  of  the  two  1's  or  perhaps  think  that  it  was  too  trivial  to  mention?  If 
anyone  has  more  information  regarding  this  variety  I  would  like  to  read  about 
it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Journal. 


Acknowledgements:  Special  thanks  to  Cathy  Dumont  of  Bowers  &  Merena 
Galleries  for  her  photography. 


1841-0  Half  Dime  with  Die  Crack  through  R 
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LSCC  Activities  at  the  Fall  Long  Beach  Convention 

Members  of  LSCC  held  their  regular  gathering  at  the  Long  Beach  Fall  Con- 
vention on  Saturday,  October  1,  1988  at  6:00  p.m.  Members  attending  this 
meeting  or  other  informal  gatherings  included  Al  BIythe,  Larry  Briggs,  Bob 
Clark,  Bill  Cregan,  Bob  Everett,  Bob  Foster,  Brian  Greer,  Brian  Keefe,  Jim 
O'Donnell,  Chris  Lewis,  Harry  Smith,  Hal  Teitelbaum,  and  Charles  Woodruff. 

Many  members  indicated  that  they  were  able  to  purchase  some  nice 
Seated  coins  for  their  collections.  Bob  Clark  showed  us  a  nice  VF  1844-0 
Doubled  Date  half  which  he  purchased  at  a  bargain  price.  Harry  Smith  showed 
us  a  beautiful  XF  1870-S  dime.  Al  BIythe  passed  around  an  XF  1838-0  half 
dime  that  he  had  purchased  on  the  bourse  floor.  Overall  it  appeared  that 
Liberty  Seated  coins  were  more  available  at  this  show  than  at  the  last  few 
Long  Beach  conventions.  However,  true  key  dates  were  generally  not  avail- 
able. The  Carson  City  rarities  within  the  dime  and  quarter  series  were  almost 
unavailable  and  even  the  problem  coins  seen  at  prior  conventions  seem  to 
be  disappearing.  However,  I  do  remember  seeing  eight  different  examples  of 
the  1860-O  dime  including  an  original  VF  purchased  by  an  LSCC  member. 
Other  rare  dates  available  included  an  1873-CC  dollar  in  VG  and  an  1872-S 
quarter  in  Gem  BU.  Come  share  in  the  excitement  of  the  February  1989  Long 
Beach  Convention. 

Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 


Randy  Wiley  receives  Ahwash  plaque  from  President  McCloskey 
during  the  ANA  convention  in  Cincinnati.  The  picture  was  taken 
by  Marilyn  Van  Allen  from  Coin  World. 
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An  1867-S  Half  Dollar  with  Doubled  Motto 

by 

Garey  Sutherby 


Recently,  I  purchased  an  1867-S  half  dollar  in  XF-40  condition.  Upon  close 
examination  I  noticed  a  definite  doubling  in  the  letters  of  the  motto  on  the 
reverse.  Further  doubling  could  also  be  seen  on  the  ribbon  and  part  of  the 
eagle's  body.  Another  characteristic  of  this  variety  Is  a  die  line  in  the  eagle's 
feathers  below  the  lower  left  side  of  the  shield,  but  above  the  arrow's 
fletching. 

All  stars  on  the  obverse  show  doubling,  some  more  than  others.  There 
appears  to  be  a  die  chip  on  the  point  of  the  5th  star  nearest  the  rim.  I  would 
be  Interested  to  know  If  anyone  else  has  seen  this  variety.  Please  send  cor- 
respondences to:  Garey  Sutherby,  P.O.  Box  1043,  Wheatridge,  CO  80034. 

The  picture  of  the  motto  of  the  1867-S  half  dollar  was  taken  by  LSCC 
member  Robert  Spangler. 
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ATLANTIC  RARE  COINS 
ANA,  LSCC  #1028 


We  specialize  in  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  other  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  Our  coins  are  attractive,  fairly  graded,  and  reasonably  priced. 
We  are  eager  to  please.  Try  our  coins.  Send  us  your  want  lists. 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


fo4U 

VrOU,  pOIISnoQ  

AU,  lightly  toned  

$590 

I04U 

tr,  nice  iigniiy  ion8Q  

Alii 

lOuU-U 

VG/F,  some  luster  

300 

■iQ  An 

EF45,  sharp  strike  

Aon 

lOuU-U 

VG/F,  nicely  toned   

325 

1Q>1 1 

lo4 1 

cr43,  iigni  goiaen  loniny .  . 

J3U 

lOuO 

EF45,  lustrous,  lightly  cleaned  450 

IOh  1 

Mu,  cieanea  uui  nice  

EF,  attractive  

275 

AU,  lightly  polished  

AOn 

AU55,  gray  and  russet  toning 

450 

tr4j,  wen  SirUCK   

EF,  lustrous   

240 

1842 

AU,  small  field  abrasions . . 

.  425 

1860-0 

EF,  untoned,  pretty  

250 

1843 

VF,  gray  toning  

150 

1860-0 

EF45,  lightly  polished   

275 

1843 

EF,  lustrous,  nicely  toned  . . 

275 

1865 

EF/AU,  pretty,  almost  AU  . . 

550 

1843 

EF,  nice,  untoned  

280 

1870 

AU,  cleaned  but  nice  

425 

1843 

EF45,  darkly  toned  

290 

1870-CC 

VG,  lightly  toned,  attrac- 

1843 

AU,  well  struck,  untoned  .  . 

.  475 

tive,  LIBERTY  worn, 

1844 

VF,  light  iridescent  toning  .  . 

325 

reverse  is  VF  

290 

1845 

VF,  light  toning,  nice  

375 

1870-CC 

F/VF,  lightly  toned, 

1845 

AU,  old  cleaning,  retoning  . . 

620 

reverse  is  EF  

490 

1846 

AU,  lightly  polished,  sharp  . 

.  475 

1871 

EF,  untoned,  nice  

320 

1846 

AU,  attractive,  proof-like  .  . 

.  495 

1871 

EF,  light  golden  toning  

325 

1846-0 

VG/F,  reverse  is  VF  

210 

1872 

EF,  lightly  toned   

275 

1847 

VG,  toned,  even  wear  

75 

1872 

EF,  nicely  toned,  attractive  . . 

285 

1847 

EF45,  lustrous,  well  struck  . 

325 

1872 

EF45,  lustrous,  polished     . . 

250 

1849 

VF35,  close  to  EF   

325 

1872-Ca 

VG,  steel-russet  toning 

975 

1849 

EF,  nice  detail,  lustrous 

425 

1873 

EF,  lustrous   

400 

1849 

EF45,  sharply  struck  

450 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Fourteen  day  return  privilege  for  any 
reason  if  in  original  unopened  holder.  Please  add  $3  for  postage  and 
handling  on  orders  under  $100.  VISA  and  MasterCard  accepted  for 
orders  over  $100. 

P.O.  Box  446,  W.O.B.,  West  Orange,  New  Jersey  07052 

Telephone  (201)  731-1040 


33 


Wiley  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1988 


Randall  E.  Wiley  won  the  Kannal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  1988  for  his 
contribution  "The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar  -  The  Louisiana  Hoard"  that  appeared 
in  Issue  #40  of  the  Journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best 
article  to  appear  in  the  Journal  as  voted  by  the  club  nnembers.  This  year's 
award  covered  the  material  in  Issues  #40  to  #42  and  the  award  winner  was 
determined  as  a  result  of  a  vote  by  club  members  during  July  1988.  A  total  of 
98  ballots  were  received  from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no 
more  than  three  articles  which  they  liked  best  during  the  past  year.  It  was 
decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles  because  the  large  num- 
ber of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  a  number  of  articles. 
There  were  246  votes  cast  from  the  98  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results 
is  given  below. 


RANK  ARTICLE  and  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1.  The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar  -  The  Louisiana  Hoard 

by  Randall  E.  Wiley   38 

2.  Half  Dime  Survey  Results:  Section  I 

by  Robert  Spangler,  Charles  Woodruff,  Roy  Ash   31 

3.  Die  Shipments  &  Coinage  Delivery  Dates  for  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  1870 

by  Randall  E.  Wiley   21 

4.  Survival  Estimates  for  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

by  Douglas  Barr   18 

5.  Did  Seated  Dollars  Circulate? 

by  Lawrence  N.  Rogak   16 

6.  Half  Dime  Survey  Results:  Section  II,  Varieties 

by  Robert  Spangler,  Charles  Woodruff,  Roy  Ash   16 

7.  Rarity  Plateaus  for  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

by  James  C.  Gray    14 

8.  A  Rarity  Scale  for  XF-40  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

by  Robert  O'Brien    13 

9.  The  IVIystery  of  the  Chinese  Characters  on  an  1862-S  Half  Solved 

by  David  Lange   12 

10.  Did  Seated  Dollars  Circulate?  More  Food  for  Thought 

by  Lawrence  N.  Rogak   10 

11.  A  Visit  to  the  Old  Carson  City  Mint  and  Virginia  City,  Nevada 

by  Weimar  White   8 

12.  The  1853-0  Quarter 

by  Bill  Cregan   7 

13.  A  Rarity  Profile  for  the  1875-CC  Mintmark  Below  the  Bow  Dime 

by  Weimar  White   6 

14.  The  1848  Seated  Dollar 

by  David  Cohen   5 

15.  Evaluating  Mint  State  Seated  Rarities  from  the  PCGS  Population  Report 

by  Brian  Keefe   5 
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16.  Building  a  Ten  Piece  Carson  City  Type  Set 

by  Weimar  White  

17.  The  1891-0/0  A-4  Dime  Revisited 

by  Al  BIythe  

18.  A  Possible  New  Variety  ot  the  1844-0  Half  Dollar 
by  Bill  Fivaz  

19.  An  Unusual  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

by  Harry  Smith   

20.  An  1876  Half  with  an  Extra  Digit  in  the  Denticles 


by  Al  BIythe   2 

21.  An  1841-0  Seated  Quarter  with  Some  Surprises 

by  Al  BIythe   2 

22.  The  Case  for  Restoring  Damaged  Seated  Coins 

by  Lawrence  N.  Rogak   2 

23.  An  1844  Half  Dollar  with  Recut  Date 

by  A.  Paul  Brill   1 

24.  An  1891-0  Dime  with  a  Broken  Date  Punch 

by  Bill  Fivaz   1 

25.  A  New  1891-0  Dime  Reported 

by  Bill  Fivaz   1 

26.  An  1843-0  Half  Dollar  with  a  Recut  Mintmark 

by  Brian  Greer   1 

27.  A  Repunched  Mintmark  on  an  1888-S  Quarter 

by  Thomas  Skahan    1 


With  all  27  of  the  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article 
award,  it  is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within 
the  club.  However,  even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  at  least  one  reader  and  therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the 
available  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank 
all  those  members  who  took  time  to  contribute  articles  during  the  past  year 
and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and  exciting 
material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 


COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  TWO  AVAILABLE 

Copies  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  are  avail- 
able for  immediate  delivery  to  club  members  for  $22  each.  This  hard  bound 
volume  contains  almost  400  pages  of  material  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and 
contains  the  material  that  appeared  in  Issues  19-33  of  the  Journal.  Make 
checks  payable  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and  send  to  John 
McCloskey,  President  LSCC,  5718  King  Arthur  Drive,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 


35 


Some  Contemporary  Liberty  Seated  Counterfeits 

Shown  below  are  pictures  of  three  Liberty  Seated  counterfeit  coins  that 
were  sent  in  by  Brian  Greer.  These  pieces  were  made  during  the  last  century 
to  circulate  with  the  genuine  pieces  of  their  day.  Some  of  these  contem- 
porary counterfeits  were  very  well  done  but  others  show  a  lack  of  skill  and  a 
lack  of  knowledge  of  the  coinage  of  this  era. 

1874  Dime,  Without  Arrows  -  This  counterfeit  specimen  shows  a  poorly 
engraved  Liberty  Seated  figure  with  crudely  shaped  digits  in  the  date.  The 
hand  cut  letters  are  poorly  shaped  and  AMERICA  is  misspelled  and  ends  in 
the  letter  U.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  much  closer  to  the  correct  design  but 
there  are  a  number  of  detectable  errors  in  the  shape  and  style  of  the  wreath. 
The  coin  has  very  crude  and  incomplete  reeding  and  is  made  of  copper.  This 
specimen  weighs  35  grains  which  is  only  slightly  lighter  than  genuine 
specimens  of  this  date. 


1880  Dime  -  This  is  an  example  of  a  counterfeit  of  a  very  rare  date  that  is 
very  crude  with  a  poorly  engraved  Liberty  Seated  figure.  The  lettering  is  very 
hard  to  read  and  the  digits  in  the  date  are  crudely  engraved  by  hand.  There 
are  many  errors  in  the  design  around  the  reverse  wreath  and  the  lettering 
also  is  poorly  shaped  in  the  denomination.  The  reeding  is  very  crude  and  cut 
by  hand.  The  coin  is  made  of  nickel  and  weighs  about  36  grains. 

I860  Quarter  -  Here  is  another  counterfeit  piece  with  a  better  design  than 
on  the  two  previous  pieces.  The  overall  design  is  very  close  to  the  genuine 
specimens  but  there  are  problems  that  become  apparent  upon  examination. 
On  the  obverse  the  features  of  Miss  Liberty  are  crude  and  the  hand  on  the 
pole  appears  awkward.  Another  interesting  flaw  appears  in  the  obverse 
shield  where  the  vertical  line  segments  above  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  are  too 
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thin  and  not  properly  spaced.  In  particular  the  two  stripes  above  the  letter  T 
are  too  close  together.  On  the  reverse  the  lettering  is  very  good  with  only  a 
few  detectable  problenns  in  shape  and  positioning  around  the  rim.  A  partic- 
ular problem  can  be  seen  in  the  short  talons  on  the  eagle's  right  claw  and  in 
the  lack  of  feathers  on  the  middle  arrow  shaft.  In  general  the  design  is  very 
close  to  that  seen  on  genuine  specimens  and  is  an  indication  of  the  quality 
of  the  work  that  craftsmen  of  the  period  were  capable  of  doing  outside  the 
mint.  This  coin  has  regular  machined  reeding  but  it  is  too  shallow  and  the 
wrong  gauge  for  a  genuine  specimen.  The  coin  is  made  of  brass  and  weighs 
about  86  grains. 

The  pictures  of  the  three  counterfeit  coins  were  taken  by  Marilyn  Van  Allen 
at  Coin  World. 

The  Editor 
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QUALITY  SEATED  COINS  FROM  MARK  HOTZ 

Thanks  for  your  response  to  my  Journal  ads.  I  have  enjoyed  getting  to  know  many  of  you.  I  am 
always  interested  in  purchasing  attractive  Liberty  Seated  coins,  especially  interesting  varieties. 
I'm  also  interested  in  counterstamped  coinage.  This  is  my  largest  ad  yet  and  it  contains  many 
new  purchases.  Look  it  over  carefully  and  please  give  me  a  try.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  Choice  AU-55  $325 

1839-0     Shattered  obv.,  orig.  VF-EF   38 

1840       No  Orapery,  toned  VF    16 

1843  1843/1843,  Choice  AU   115 

1844  Recut184,  EF-4G    35 

1845  Choice  original  VF-t-    24 

1845        1845/1845,  Choice  AU-55   100 

1856-0     EF-45,  original  &  sharp   95 

DIMES 

1838  G-VG,  shattered  obverse   S  10 

1839  Choice  original  EF-45   46 

1843       ChoicetonedAU,  a  beauty   100 

1849       VF-35,  nice  old  toning   27 

1849-0     Large  0,  Fine    42 

1849-0  Small  o,  recut  date,  EF-45, 

tiny  rim  dings   300 

1856       Small  Date,  UNC,  fulliuster   400 

1856-0      1856/1856,  VG-8   48 

1861-S     AG/G,  full  date,  just  wear   17 

1865-S     VF,  original   69 

1875-CC    CC  in  wreath,  sharp  VF   18 

1877-CC    Type  I  Rev.,  original  VF+    45 

1884-S     Original  VF,  obverse  cud   55 

1886-S     VF,  a  few  rim  dings   68 

1889-  S     VG-F,  full  LIBERTY,  orig   20 

1890-  S     F-VF,  original   36 

1890-S     S/s,  toned  AU,  rim  dings    155 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S     Attractive  G-VG,  original    S  44 

1875-S     EF,  choice  &  original   125 

1875-S     S/S,  AU-50,  gold  toning   325 

1876       UNC,  proof-litte,  once  dipped   825 

QUARTERS 


QUARTERS  continued 


1840 

NO,  1840/0,  cleaned  VF 

$  90 

1842-0 

Large  Date,  Choice  AU  

250 

1843 

AU-50,  quite  sharp  

110 

1845 

VF-35,  original  

55 

1845 

1845/1845,  Choice  AU,  sharp 

200 

1853 

A&R,  EF,  slightly  mak  rev 

70 

1853-0 

Fine,  original  

23 

1856 

VF,  original  

18 

1859 

EF-45,  tiny  reverse  clip  

$  50 

1860 

EF-45,  lustrous  

35 

1860 

Choice  toned  original  AU-58 

225 

1863 

PROOF,  multi-color  toning 

775 

1864 

Fine,  scarce  

85 

1876-CC 

VG-I-,  original  

. .  10 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1841-0     EF/AU,  very  nice  $185 

1843-0     Fine-12   29 

1844       AU,  old  toning   135 

1846-  0     AU  +  ,  choice,  old  toning   235 

1847-  0     VF-35,  original  &  sharp   60 

1847-  0     Recut  date  7/7,  sharp  AU   240 

1848-  0     VF-35,  sharp   60 

1849-  0     VF-25,  original   45 

1850-  0     VF-20,  original   43 

1850-0     VF-35,  original  &  sharp   80 

1853        Arrows,  EF-40,  nice    125 

1853-  0     Arrows,  VF-25,  original   85 

1854-  0     AU-50-(-,  toned  &  sharp    225 

1855       Arrows,  EF-45,  scarce   150 

1855/4     VG-F,  many  edge  bangs    38 

1856-  0     AU-55,  choice,  old  toning   225 

1857-  0     XF-40,  original,  scarce   90 

1859  Choice  EF/AU,  old  toning    145 

1859-  0  Choice  EF/AU,  multi-color  tone  .  120 

1860  VF-25,  old  cleaning   45 

1860-  0  AU-50 +  ,  multi-color  toning  125 
1860-S     F-VF,  darl(  toning    46 

1861  EF-45,  old  toning,  rim  dings  60 
1862-S  Brol(en  S,  choice  orig.  VF-30  70 

1863  PROOF,  gorgeous  toning  1200 

1864  EF-40,  sharp   130 

1865-  S     Small  s,  craci(ed  rev.,  VF-25   48 

1866       VG,  original   32 

1866       VF-30,  original  &  nice   54 

1866-  S      No  Motto.  Fine-15   110 

1868-S     Fine,  original   35 

1869       AU-55,  deep  toning   200 

1871  Choice  EF-40,  original   95 

1872  EF-40 +  ,  old  toning   90 

1874        EF-40 +  ,  choice  original    125 

1874        Choice  AU/UNC,  proof-iil(e   625 


WANTED:  1861-0  HALVES, 


Confederate  obverse.  Any  grade.  Please  make  offer. 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1 .50  postage  on  orders  under 
$100;  $3.00  over  $100.  ANA  Life  Member  3631 .  New  purchase  updates  of  Seated  half  dollars 
will  be  sent  to  interested  persons  upon  request.  Layaway  and  approval  service  available.  Give 
me  a  try!  Thanks! 

MARK  HOTZ  RARE  COINS- LSCC  #989 

P.O.  Box  45    •    Brooklandville,  Maryland  21022 
Telephone:  (301)  655-6555 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  center  of  the  date  and  the  letter  E  in  STATES  normally  align  on  oppo- 
site sides  of  a  typical  Seated  dollar.  I  would  like  to  report  an  XF  1861  Seated 
dollar  for  which  the  center  of  the  date  aligns  with  the  letter  A  in  STATES  or  a 
reverse  rotation  of  about  20  degrees.  Since  I  have  checked  only  this  one  spe- 
cimen I  don't  know  if  this  is  typical  for  this  date.  Perhaps  other  members 
could  check  their  dollars  and  report  their  findings.  This  was  the  only  rotation 
that  I  found  on  the  dollars  I  checked. 

Ron  Zak 
LSCC  #643 

Looking  through  a  group  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  at  a  dealer's  store  recently, 
I  came  across  a  nice  1855  half  in  VF-30  condition.  I  know  this  date  is  com- 
mon but  I  haven't  seen  many  of  them.  In  examining  the  date  on  this  coin  I 
noticed  remnants  of  another  8  just  below  the  8  in  the  date.  The  coin  was  pur- 
chased at  a  common  VF  price  and  when  I  brought  it  home  I  began  to  do 
some  research.  I  learned  that  one  of  the  recognized  varieties  of  this  year  is 
the  1855  over  54.  Upon  examination  I  observed  that  the  last  5  on  my  coin  had 
the  horizontal  line  through  the  center  of  the  digit.  I  called  Randy  Wiley  and 
he  confirmed  that  I  indeed  had  purchased  an  example  of  the  1855  over  54 
half  dollar.  I  was  a  confirmed  variety  collector  before  and  this  find  only  rein- 
forces by  collecting  interests. 

John  Rains 
LSCC  #799 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  articles  on  Seated  dollars  by  Lawrence 
Rogak  and  Robert  O'Brien  that  appeared  in  Issue  #40  of  the  Journal.  As  a 
collector  who  specializes  in  Seated  dollars,  I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  their 
comments  regarding  availability  and  the  potential  for  future  price  apprecia- 
tion in  this  series.  I,  too,  feel  that  Seated  dollars  in  all  grades  will  see 
substantial  price  gains  within  the  next  few  years.  I  also  feel  that  choice 
pieces  in  XF  condition  and  higher  will  fall  in  line  with  Mr.  O'Brien's  predic- 
tions. I  collect  Liberty  Seated  coinage  regardless  of  the  return  on  invest- 
ment. That  these  coins  are  beautiful  and  in  many  cases  rare,  only  adds  to  the 
collecting  excitement. 

Chris  Napolitano 
LSCC  #1000 

Club  member,  Jeff  Hawley,  took  exception  to  my  article  advocating  the 
repair  of  damaged  coins  in  Issue  #40  of  the  Journal  in  his  letter  to  the  editor 
published  in  Issue  #42.  I'd  like  to  respond!  Yes,  there  is  a  danger  that  a 
restored  coin  may  be  sold  by  some  future  owner  without  the  information  that 
the  coin  has  been  repaired.  But  I  don't  think  the  danger  to  the  coin  buying 
community  is  any  greater  than  usual.  Any  time  one  buys  a  coin,  there  is  a 
danger  that  it  may  be  altered  or  be  a  counterfeit.  The  people  who  alter  and 
counterfeit  coins  do  their  best  to  make  sure  that  their  work  is  undetectable. 
Before  this  time,  how  have  we  ensured  that  a  coin  we  buy  is  genuine? 
Through  knowledge  and  through  the  help  of  expert  authenticators.  An  expert 
repair  is  just  one  more  thing  we  should  be  on  the  lookout  for,  along  with 
counterfeits  and  alterations.  When  in  doubt,  send  the  coin  to  the  ANACS  for 
authentication. 
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Whether  one  is  in  favor  of  restored  coins  or  not,  they  are  out  there.  So  even 
if  you  disagree  with  me,  at  least  now  you'll  be  on  the  lookout  for  these  "bobby 
traps,"  to  use  Mr.  Hawley's  term,  that  have  been  out  there  all  along.  I  have 
never  sold  a  coin  that  I  have  had  repaired  and  I  don't  intend  to  do  so.  But  if  I 
ever  do,  I  will  try  to  devise  some  safeguard  for  future  purchasers.  My  coin 
repairman  tells  me  that  he  can  inscribe  the  word  "REPAIRED"  on  one  of  the 
edge  reeds,  in  letters  so  tiny  that  it  would  take  a  30x  microscope  to  read  it. 
I'm  considering  this. 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak 
LSCC  #1002 

I'd  like  to  share  my  findings  on  a  recently  acquired  1841-0  dime.  Small  o. 
Variety  A-4.  This  EF-40  specimen  is  another  illustration  of  overworked  dies 
being  used  at  the  New  Orleans  mint.  While  the  1841-0  is  considered  to  be  a 
common  date,  this  is  the  first  piece  of  this  date  that  I  have  seen  with  an 
extensively  shattered  reverse.  I  suspect  that  because  of  the  relatively  high 
grade  of  this  piece  I  was  able  to  see  some  of  the  faint  cracks  that  are  nor- 
mally not  visible  because  of  wear. 

The  obverse  is  devoid  of  die  cracks  except  for  a  faint  one  from  the  base  of 
the  rock  to  the  denticles  at  5  o'clock.  There  also  is  a  rim  cud  about  1.5mm 
long  at  3  o'clock.  The  reverse  is  an  entirely  different  story  and  is  shattered  in 
many  places.  I  have  noted  cracks  as  follows:  (1)  from  the  rim  through  the  E  in 
STATES  to  the  E  in  ONE,  (2)  from  the  rim  through  the  left  upright  of  the  M  in 
AMERICA  to  the  wreath,  (3)  off  the  top  of  the  O  and  F  in  OF,  (4)  across  ERI  in 
AMERICA  at  top,  (5)  from  the  rim  in  two  places  through  the  I  in  AMERICA  to 
the  wreath,  (6)  from  the  rim  through  the  right  leg  of  the  A  in  AMERICA  to  the 
wreath  and  back  out  to  the  rim,  (7)  off  the  bottom  of  the  bow  to  the  rim  in 
several  places,  (8)  off  the  tops  of  the  U  and  N  in  UNITED  to  the  rim,  (9)  from 
the  rim  diagonally  through  the  E  in  UNITED  to  the  wreath,  (10)  off  the  bottom 
of  the  D  in  UNITED. 

If  there  are  other  club  members  who  have  a  similar  piece,  I  would  be  inter- 
ested in  hearing  about  it.  I  may  be  reached  at  P.O.  Box  1443,  Placentia,  CA 
92670-3638  or  by  calling  (714)  996-COIN. 

Al  BIythe 
LSCC  #579 

As  an  avid  collector  of  Seated  dollars  for  the  past  seven  years,  I  am  very 
pleased  that  LSCC  is  conducting  a  dollar  survey  among  club  members.  At 
the  present  time  I  am  conducting  my  own  personal  survey  on  Seated  dollars 
from  auction  catalogues.  So  far  I  have  accumulated  fourteen  Bowers  & 
Merena  and  Stack's  auction  catalogues  with  prices  realized.  Not  only  can  I 
see  differences  in  availability  between  dates  but  also  differences  in  price 
range  for  each  date  in  the  circulated  grades.  I  only  document  the  information 
for  grades  from  G-4  to  AU-55  since  the  majority  of  the  pices  in  my  collection 
are  in  this  grade  range.  I  have  noticed  one  interesting  factor  that  should  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Seated  dollar  collector.  That  is,  many  of  these 
pieces  are  plagued  with  problems  such  as  being  cleaned,  scratched  or  hav- 
ing edge  dings.  In  particular,  189  out  of  499  pieces  that  I  have  documented 
from  these  catalogues  have  some  kind  of  problem,  and  quite  a  few  have 
more  than  one.  This  calculates  to  almost  40  percent  of  these  pieces  with 
problems.  Thus  it  is  a  task  in  itself  to  obtain  a  Seated  dollar  that  is  problem 
free  even  if  it  is  a  common  date. 

40  Joseph  Trezza 

LSCC  #885 


At  the  Maine  Numismatic  Association  show  held  in  September  I  located 
an  1842  counterfeit  dime  like  the  one  described  on  pages  112-113  of  the  Col- 
lective Volume  Number  Two.  This  piece  grades  essentially  the  same  as  the 
piece  reported  in  1981  but  it  is  not  the  same  coin.  The  piece  I  observed  has 
numerous  surface  pits  in  the  field  between  the  seated  figure  and  stars  10 
through  12.  I  also  have  located  an  1842-0  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse  that 
does  not  match  the  A-3  variety  illustrated  in  the  Ahwash  Encyclopedia.  The 
reverse  features  a  major  die  crack  extending  from  the  rim  above  the  I  in 
UNITED,  through  the  letters  TED  STATES  and  exiting  to  the  rim  above  the 
second  S  in  STATES.  Die  cracks  also  are  seen  running  through  OF  AMER 
with  the  R  in  AMERICA  filled.  Overall  the  piece  grades  a  strong  Fine. 

Gerry  Fortin 
LSCC  #1054 


Liberty  Seated  Members  Meet 
at  Long  Beach  Spring  Convention 

Members  of  LSCC  held  a  meeting  at  6:00  p.m.  on  June  4,  1988  at  the  Long 
Beach  Spring  Convention.  Members  in  attendance  were  Al  BIythe,  Larry 
Briggs,  Bill  Cregan,  Brian  Greer,  Jim  O'Donnell,  Harry  Smith,  and  Hal 
Teitelbaum.  As  at  previous  meetings,  members  in  attendance  were  treated 
with  an  opportunity  to  observe  some  unusual  Seated  rarities.  Quarter 
specialist  Bill  Cregan  passed  around  a  very  choice  VF-XF  1859-S  quarter  that 
he  had  recently  added  to  his  collection.  Jim  O'Donnell  showed  us  an 
1871-CC  quarter  in  AU  and  an  1872-CC  quarter  in  XF-i-  +.  Several  members 
commented  that  these  were  the  nicest  examples  of  these  Carson  City 
rarities  that  they  had  ever  seen. 

The  overall  tone  at  the  convention  was  that  of  very  strong  demand  for  col- 
lector coins  and  club  members  felt  that  Liberty  Seated  coins  were  no  excep- 
tion. I  do  remember  seeing  more  new  Liberty  Seated  material  available  at 
this  Long  Beach  Convention  than  at  the  prior  two  conventions,  however 
most  of  these  new  pieces  were  quickly  absorbed  by  collectors  and  dealers. 
Among  the  coins  observed  during  the  bourse  were  groups  of  Carson  City 
dimes  from  1871  to  1873  and  Carson  City  quarters  from  1871  to  1873.  These 
coins  all  graded  from  AG  to  Fine  and  most  had  minor  but  noticeable  prob- 
lems. Other  coins  seen  at  the  convention  included  an  1871-S  quarter  in  Fine, 
and  1872-S  quarter  in  VG  and  an  1878-S  half  in  Good. 

While  several  of  our  regular  attendees  were  unable  to  attend  this  meeting, 
I  noted  several  informal  get  togethers  of  Liberty  Seated  members  throughout 
the  four  day  bourse.  On  several  occasions  members  have  shown  me  coins 
that  they  added  to  their  collections  that  were  located  for  them  by  other  Lib- 
erty Seated  members.  Regular  meetings  have  proven  to  be  beneficial  and 
enjoyable  to  club  members  not  only  in  terms  of  adding  coins  to  their  collec- 
tions but  in  expanding  their  knowledge  and  strengthening  their  friendships 
with  fellow  club  members. 

Brian  Greer 
LSCC  #716 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838       No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $125 

1840       With  Drapery,  Good   18 

1848  Medium  Date,  VF   25 

1849  9/8,  XF/AU   130 

1853       With  Arrows,  Choice  AU+    86 

DIMES 

1841-0     Choice AU+   215 

QUARTERS 

1838       No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $355 

1843       MS-60,  toned   265 

1844-0     Choice  VF,  toned    55 

1850-0     VF    85 

1853       Arrows  &  Rays,  XF   110 

1865-S     XF    350 

1873-S     With  Arrows,  XF   210 

1875       AU,  looi(S  original   98 

1876-S     AU-50   95 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       Smali  Letters,  AU  $150 

1842       Large  Date,  niceAU   145 

1845        AU   295 

1854-  0     With  Arrows,  Choice  AU   225 

1855-  0     With  Arrows,  AU   210 

1856-  0     Choice  AU   130 

1858       Choice  XF/AU    95 

1858-0     Choice  AU   130 

1858-  S     XF+,originai   135 

1859-  0     Sharp,  Choice  AU-t- +    160 


HALF  DOLLARS  Continued 

1861        Dari(  brown,  original  AU   130 

1861-0     AU    135 

1861-0     Toned  Choice  AU    140 

1867-S     XF-40   52 

1871-S     Choice  AU   140 

1873  With  Arrows,  Sharp  AU    375 

1874  With  Arrows,  AU   340 

1875  Original  AU   130 

1876  Choice  AU,  dark   125 

1876-S     Toned,  Choice  AU   130 

1880       MS-63,  Proof,  darl(  toning   975 

1889       Toned  Choice  AU    495 

DOLLARS 

1844        VF   $325 

1846-0     XF    525 

1847        NiceAU    530 

1849        Choice  XF   390 

1859-  0     NiceAU    395 

1860-  0     XF-40    265 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC    Choice  AU,  light  toning  $685 

1875-  S     AU    235 

1876  Choice  AU,  a  beauty   255 

1876-  S     Choice  AU,  darit  toning   230 

1876-  S     Choice  AU,  toned   250 

1877  DarlcAU   235 

1877-  S     Choice  XF   135 

1877-S     Choice  AU,  original   250 

1877-  S     Slider  AU    275 

1878-  S     Choice  AU,  semi  P/L   260 

1878-S      MS-60    425 


1.  10  Day  Return  Privilege  v\/ith  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
for  any  reason. 

2.  All  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4.  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 


FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 
P.O.  Box  916044  •  Longwood,  Florida  32791 
Telephone  (407)  682-9588  7  Days  &  Evenings    (9  a.m.  •  9  p.m.) 
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On  the  Cover 

Pictures  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  an  1870-S  dollar  are  presented  on 
the  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  The  coin  pictured  is  the  piece  from 
the  Norweb  Collection  Sale  that  was  auctioned  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Inc.  in 
November  1988.  The  pictures  were  provided  by  Bowers  &  Merena  Galleries 
for  presentation  on  the  cover  of  the  Journal.  A  summary  of  the  description  of 
this  piece  from  the  Norweb  Catalogue  is  as  follows: 

1870-S  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  lilac  and  light  magenta  mingled  with 
traces  of  electric  blue.  Superbly  preserved,  the  coin  has  no  edge  bumps  or 
notable  problems,  although  tiny  scratches  are  seen  at  the  nose  and  at  the  O 
of  ONE.  In  fact,  the  last  time  this  coin  crossed  the  auction  block  it  was 
designated  as  UNCIRCULATED,  the  only  1870-S  dollar  ever  to  be  catalogued 
as  such.  This  is  the  finest  known  example  of  one  of  America's  greatest 
rarities.  It  is  believed  that  just  nine  examples  of  the  1870-S  dollar  exist,  with  a 
10th  conjectured  as  being  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
building. 

The  reverse  die  has  the  all  important  S  in  the  form  of  a  tiny  mintmark  close 
to  the  eagle,  just  below  the  extreme  arrow  feather  tip.  The  number  of  1870-S 
dollars  struck  was  not  recorded,  but  it  could  not  have  been  many.  This  exam- 
ple of  the  1870-S  dollar  is  traced  to  H.O.  Granberg  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin 
and  was  illustrated  in  the  catalogue  prepared  for  the  Exhibition  of  United 
States  Coinage  held  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  New  York  in 
1914.  At  the  1916  ANA  Convention  it  was  exhibited  by  Waldo  C.  Newcomer  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  Later  it  went  to  William  H.  Woodin,  a  noted  numis- 
matist who  in  1933  became  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  President 
Franklin  Roosevelt.  The  coin  subsequently  belonged  to  Col.  E.H.R.  Green 
and  then  to  Burdette  G.  Johnson.  In  1954  it  appeared  in  Stack's  sale  of  the 
Anderson-Dupont  Collection,  Lot  2551,  as  UNCIRCULATED.  It  was  purchased 
by  Arthur  M.  Kagin  at  the  sale  and  he  sold  it  to  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R. 
Henry  Norweb. 


To  all  my  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  collector  friends 

Best  Wishes  for  a  Happy  Holiday  Season 

Dennis  Garstang  LSCC#481 
Box  K  Telephone  (314)  364-5095 

Belle,  Missouri  65013  evenings 


43 


Treasurer's  Report  1987-1988 


Beginning  Balance  -  Juiy  21,  1987  $3559.46 

Receipts 

New  Members  $  694.00 

Renewal  Memberships   4503.00 

Advertising   765.00 

Magazine  Sales   3.50 

Donations   25.00 

Interest  Income   291.58 

Total  Receipts  $6282.08 

Total  Available  $9841.54 

Disbursements 

Printing  $3620.96 

Postage  &  Office  Expenses   2081.85 

Award  Plaque   31.27 

ANA  Membership  Dues   25.00 

Bad  Check  Charge   2.00 

Total  Spent  $5761.08 

Cash  Balance  July  6,  1988  $4080.46 


John  Kroon 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBfRTy§£flTED  Collectors  Ci«B 


NAME 


ADDRESS, 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD        OEALERD  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


^SSSSS8SSSSSSSSS8SS@8!S8SSSSS8SSSSSSS» 

Membership  Fee  - 11.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  nnove  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


SEATED  DOLLAR  REVERSE 
1870-S  from  Norweb  Sale 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


